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Health  Department, 
22  York  Place, 
Perth. 

April , 1952. 

to  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Councillors  of  the  City  and  Royal 
Burgh  of  Perth,  and  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

.idies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourth  Annual  Report  as  Medical 
fBcer  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Perth,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

p- 

The  year  has  shown  steady  progress  in  the  improvement  of  the  health 
td  living  conditions  of  the  citizens  of  the  City.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
fit  the  record  low  level  of  22  per  1,000  births  and  is  the  second  lowest  for 
the  large  Burghs  in  Scotland,  and  this  is  now  the  fourth  year  in  suc- 
esion  in  which  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  City,  a record 
which  we  should  be  justly  proud. 

Once  again  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Lord  Provost  and  members  of 
- Council  for  their  continued  support  and  confidence  in  the  work  of 
£ Health  Department. 

The  assistance  and  co-operation  of  my  fellow  Officials  and  members 
i the  Health  Department  is  greatly  appreciated,  and  I should  like  to  take 
as  opportunity  of  thanking  them  for  their  help  and  assistance  in  the 
^vision  of  the  Health  Services  of  the  City  during  the  past  year. 

I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  M.  AITKEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  Year  1951. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
t30th  June,  1951,  was  40,593,  being  a decrease  of  459  on  the  1950  figure. 

Birth  Rate.  There  was  a decrease  of  48  in  the  corrected  number  of 
births  for  1951  compared  with  the  figure  for  1950.  The  actual  birth  rate 
R-as  16.6  and  was  slightly  lower  than  the  rate  for  Scotland,  which  was  17.7. 
fhere  was  again  a general  slight  fall  in  the  birth  rate  throughout  the 
tountry. 

illegitimate  Birth  Rate.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  rose  to  7.7  as  com- 
pared with  6.7  for  the  previous  year.  Perth  again  had  the  second  highest 
:ate  for  the  large  Burghs  in  Scotland.  The  rate  for  Scotland  generally 
;vas  5.1. 

litill  Birth  Rate.  The  still  birth  rate  again  showed  a slight  decrease, 
seing  18  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  20  for  the  previous  year. 
Phis  was  the  second  lowest  figure  for  all  the  large  Burghs  in  Scotland, 
ihe  lowest  being  15.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  27. 

)eath  Rate.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  corrected  death  rate  for 
:95L  the  rate  being  12.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with 
t2.o  for  the  previous  year.  The  figure  for  Scotland  was  12.9  and  for 
arge  Burghs  13.0. 

A comparison  of  the  average  age  at  death  during  1951,  1900,  and  1855 
■eveals  how  much  the  span  of  life  has  been  increased.  The  average  age 
’fall  the  persons  belonging  to  Perth,  who  died  during  1951,  was  65.83 
tears,  in  1900  it  was  41.18  years,  and  in  1855  it  was  only  32.67  years. 
Without  a doubt  the  very  low  average  for  1855  was  due  to  the  very  large 
■lumber  of  infant  deaths  which  occurred  at  that  time. 

infant  Mortality  Rate.  Once  again  there  was  a decrease  in  the  infant 
inortality  rate,  which  at  22  per  1,000  live  births  is  a record  low  figure  for 
‘he  City,  and  was  the  second  lowest  rate  for  all  the  large  Burghs  in  Scotland, 
‘he  lowest  being  20.  The  rate  for  Scotland  was  37  and  for  the  large  Burghs 

89. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate.  There  was  one  maternal  death  during  the 
tear,  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.46  per  1,000  births,  which 
pwing  to  the  fall  in  the  birth  rate  showed  a slight  increase  from  the  figure 
:’f  1.36  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  1.1. 

deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory 
luberculosis  showed  a considerable  increase  from  the  previous  year.  There 
&'ere  15  deaths  from  this  disease,  giving  a death  rate  of  .37  per  1,000  of 
ihe  population  as  compared  with  .29  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for 
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the  whole  of  Scotland  was  .37.  There  was  one  death  from  non-respiratoi 
tuberculosis,  giving  a death  rate  of  .02  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases.  As  a result  of  the  influenza  epidemi 
in  January  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  dead: 
from  this  disease.  There  were  21  deaths  due  to  the  principal  epidemi 
diseases,  17  being  due  to  influenza,  2 to  whooping  cough,  and  2 to  measle 

Deaths  from  Cancer.  Of  the  deaths  registered,  69  were  due  to  cance 
giving  a death  rate  of  1.69  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  1.9 
for  the  previous  year. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics.  The  arrangements  outlined  i 
previous  reports  continue  in  operation  and  have  proved  very  satisfactory 

There  was  an  increase  of  1,045  i11  the  number  of  attendances  at  th 
ante-natal  clinic  compared  with  the  attendances  for  1950,  the  total  numbe 
of  attendances  being  5,333. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics.  One  of  the  doctor’s  consultation  clinics  is  not 
conducted  by  one  of  the  County  Assistant  Medical  Officers,  as  a resu 
of  the  scheme  of  co-operation  between  the  County  and  City  medical  stafl 
introduced  when  the  duties  of  the  school  health  sendees  in  the  City  wer 
taken  over  by  the  City  Health  Department.  The  attendances  at  thes 
clinics  during  the  year  totalled  12,100,  being  a slight  reduction  from  th 
total  number  of  attendances  during  1950. 

The  work  of  the  Ladies’  Committee  at  the  various  Child  elfar 
Clinics  continues  as  formerly,  and  once  again  I should  like  to  thank  th 
following  ladies  most  cordially  for  the  very  good  work  which  they  hav 
carried  out  during  the  past  year.  In  this  connection  perhaps  particula 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  magnificent  work  done  by  Mrs.  Child; 
not  only  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Ladies’  Committee,  but  als 
in  the  running  of  the  welfare  food  scheme  at  the  South  Street  Clinic. 

Mrs.  Bennett,  66  Balvaird  Place. 

Miss  Buchan,  14  Marshall  Place. 

Miss  Charnley,  Oakbank  Road. 

Mrs.  Childs,  32  Abbot  Street. 

Mrs.  Douglas,  Langley  Road,  Scone. 

Mrs.  Muir,  32  Craigie  Road. 

Miss  Macdonald,  23  Oakbank  Road. 

Mrs.  Panton,  Muiredge,  Burghmuir. 

Mrs.  Stevenson,  Bellwood,  Perth. 

Mrs.  Stewart,  Gannochy. 

Mrs.  Stewart,  20  Malvina  Place. 
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Toddlers’  Clinic.  441  children  were  examined  at  these  special  clinic 
sessions  during  the  year,  this  being  a considerable  increase  from  last 
t*ear.  The  mothers  continue  to  appreciate  this  opportunity  of  having 
their  children  receive  a medical  check  up,  and  this  is  borne  out  by  the  fact 
ihat  only  a very  small  proportion  fail  to  keep  their  appointments. 

^remature  Infants.  The  previous  arrangements  for  the  care  of  pre- 
mature infants  are  still  in  operation.  It  was  not  found  necessary  during 
ihe  year,  however,  to  make  use  of  the  special  facilities  at  Perth  Royal 
infirmary  for  the  care  of  these  infants. 

A close  follow-up  of  all  premature  infants  is  now  being  carried  out 
to  detect  cases  of  a new  disease  known  as  retrolental  fibroplasia.  This 
disease  causes  blindness  in  infants  and  to  date  there  are  30  known  cases 
m Scotland.  So  far  no  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  discovered  in  this 

urea. 

-Jnmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children.  19  unmarried  mothers  and 
their  children  belonging  to  the  City  were  provided  with  care  and  attention 
PY  the  staff  of  Melville  House,  129  Scott  Street,  during  the  year.  This 
organisation  also  dealt  with  the  various  aspects  of  26  adoption  cases 
connected  with  the  City. 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods.  On  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  the  follow- 
ing welfare  foods  were  issued  during  the  year  from  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  : — 

3990  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk. 

801  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

3707  bottles  of  Orange  Juice. 

87  packets  of  Vitamin  Tablets. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  all  these  figures  show  an  increase  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year’s  uptake  of  the  products,  particularly 
to  in  the  case  of  orange  juice  and  national  dried  milk.  The  uptake  of 
welfare  foods  has  recently  been  further  increased  in  the  area  by  the 
essistance  given  to  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  by  the  local 
'ranch  of  the  W.V.S.  This  organisation  has  made  available  a van  for  the 
distribution  of  these  foods  to  the  various  outlying  housing  estates  of  the 
pity. 

Day  Nurseries.  The  total  number  of  attendances  at  each  day  nursery 
^as : — 

Florence  Place  12,338 
Westbank  4,273 

The  previous  arrangements  made  for  the  admission  of  children  to 
-he  nurseries  continue  to  work  satisfactorily,  and  both  nurseries  are 
working  to  capacity. 

Residential  Nursery.  During  the  year  85  new  cases  were  admitted  to 
‘die  residential  nursery,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  was  14.5.  At  the 
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end  of  the  year  there  were  n long-term  and  2 short-term  cases  in  the 
nursery.  Since  the  opening  of  Cleeve  Children’s  Home  it  has  been  possible 
to  admit  a larger  number  of  County  cases  than  hitherto. 

Training  of  Nursery  Nurses.  The  scheme  for  training  nursery  nurses 
continued  as  formerly.  During  the  year  three  students  completed  their 
first  year  of  training,  and  five  completed  their  second  year  and  having 
passed  their  examination  received  the  Nursery  Nurses’  Certificate.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  record  that  one  of  the  students,  Nurse  Dorothy 
Williamson,  gained  first  place  in  the  Nursery  Nurses’  Course  at  Seymour 
Lodge  Pre-Nursing  School,  Dundee. 

Children’s  Home.  The  Children’s  Home  at  Cleeve  has  now  been 
functioning  for  over  a year.  Regular  visitation  and  medical  inspection  ofj 
the  children  is  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 
Apart  from  some  minor  infections  the  general  health  of  the  children  has 
been  excellent. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Act,  1948.  No  nursery  premises  are 
registered  in  the  area,  nor  are  there  any  persons  registered  as  child  minders.: 

Dental  Care.  42  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  treatment: 
under  the  priority  dental  scheme.  35  of  the  applications  were  for  pre- 
school children  and  7 for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  Fees  paid 
to  dentists  in  practice  under  this  scheme  amounted  to  £27  9s.  6d. 

Birth  Notifications.  During  the  year  1,108  births  were  notified  as 
occurring  within  the  City,  being  a decrease  of  116  from  the  previous  year. 
In  649  cases  the  usual  place  of  residence  was  within  the  City7  and  was  a 
decrease  of  72  from  the  figure  for  1950.  33  per  cent  of  the  City  cases  were 
confined  at  home.  81  per  cent  of  all  the  births  notified  occurred  in 
maternity  hospitals. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  record  a further  fall  in  the 
infant  mortality  rate,  the  rate  for  the  year  being  22  as  compared  with  24 
for  the  previous  year.  Once  again  Perth  had  the  second  lowest  figure  for 
all  the  large  towns  in  Scotland,  the  lowest  being  20  and  the  highest  being 
54.  This  very  low  figure  reflects  the  efficacy  of  the  special  sendees  pro- 
vided for  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

40  per  cent  of  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  occurred 
in  the  first  month  of  life,  and  of  those  deaths  in  the  first  month  83  per  cent 
occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life.  Of  the  total  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age,  one  third  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

Family  Planning  Clinic.  The  total  attendances  at  this  clinic  during  the 
year  numbered  523.  162  new  cases  were  seen  during  the  year,  73  of  these 
belonging  to  the  City,  and  the  remaining  89  coming  from  the  Counties  of 
Perth  and  Fife. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

In  September,  1951,  the  County  Council  delegated  part  of  their 
functions  in  connection  with  the  school  medical  service  to  the  Town 
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Council,  whereby  the  City  Health  Department  would  carry  out  the  medical 
-inspection  and  treatment  of  school  children  within  the  Burgh  on  behalf 
of  the  County  Council.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  terms  and 
conditions  agreed  upon  between  the  Town  Council  and  the  County 
Council : — 

(1)  The  County  Council,  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the  School  Health 

Service,  will  utilise,  to  the  full  extent  they  may  be  available,  the  services 
of  the  existing  medical  staff  employed  by  the  Town  Council,  which  is 
as  follows,  viz.— Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

(2)  In  order  to  facilitate  the  implementation  of  the  above,  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  the  City  shall  be  appointed  Deputy  School  Medical 
Officer  for  City  schools,  and  shall  be  responsible  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  for  the  routine  administration  of  the  School  Health  Service 
in  relation  to  City  schools.  He  will  arrange  to  carry  out  the  routine 
medical  examination,  inspection,  treatment,  and  cleansing  of  pupils 
in  attendance  at  all  schools  within  the  City,  by  utilising  the  medical 
and  nursing  staff  of  his  own  Department  as  far  as  possible,  and,  in 
terms  of  the  next  succeeding  paragraph,  with  such  assistance  from  the 
staff  of  the  County  Health  Department  as  may  be  necessary. 

Specialist  and  Dental  Services  are  excluded  from  the  above  arrangement. 
The  medical  staff  employed  by  the  County  Council  shall— 

(i)  take  part  in  the  treatment  services  provided  for  children  in  attendance 
at  City  schools,  and 

(iij  shall  undertake  work  in  City  schools  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  it  is  advisable  that  they  should  be  so  employed. 
The  medical  staff  employed  by  the  Town  Council  may  on  occasion 
undertake  work  in  County  schools  within  reasonable  distance  of  Perth, 
by  agreement  between  the  respective  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

(3)  The  Lady  Medical  Officer  employed  by  the  County  Council  will  take 

part  in  the  Child  Welfare  Service  of  the  City  to  such  an  extent,  being 
not  less  than  one  clinic  session  weekly,  as  may  be  agreed  between  the 
respective  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

(4)  The  School  Nursing  Service  in  the  City  will  be  provided  by  the  Town 

Council  Nursing  staff  to  the  extent  of  the  equivalent  in  time  of  one 
nurse.  The  present  School  Nurse  employed  by  the  County  Council 
will  continue  to  attend  at  the  Specialist  Clinics,  but  will  devote  the 
remainder  of  her  time  to  general  school  nursing  work,  and  whilst 
employed  in  the  latter  capacity  she  will  be  under  the  immediate  control 
of  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  for  City  schools. 

(5)  The  premises  at  the  County  Offices  will  continue  to  be  used  as  the  School 

Clinic,  and  the  present  clinical  Assistant  employed  by  the  County 
Council  will  continue  there. 

(6)  All  routine  notices,  documents,  or  other  stationery  required  in  connection 

with  the  School  Health  Service  shall  be  in  common  form  and,  together 
with  such  drugs,  dressings,  instruments,  etc.,  as  may  be  required,  shall 
be  provided  by  the  County  Health  Department. 

(7)  The  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  for  City  Schools  shall  furnish  to  the 

County  Medical  Officer  such  information  and  returns  relating  to  the 
School  Health  Service  within  the  City  as  he  may  require. 

(8)  In  return  for  the  above  services  the  County  Council  shall  make  payment 

to  the  Town  Council  of  such  annual  sum  as  may  be  agreed  from  time 
to  time,  or  failing  agreement,  such  sum  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 
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Report  on  the  Working  of  the  Service.  A synopsis  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  City  Health  Department  from  September  until  the  end  of  the 
year  is  contained  in  Tables  No.  9,  10,  11,  and  12.  The  remainder  of 
the  school  year  will  be  included  in  the  report  for  1952.  For  more  detailed 
information  regarding  the  service,  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

MIDWIFERY. 

The  domiciliary  midwifery  service  has  run  very  efficiently  and  smoothly. 
The  Board  of  Management  for  the  Perthshire  General  Hospitals  asked 
the  Town  Council  if  arrangements  could  be  made  to  increase  the  number 
of  pupil  midwives  being  trained  by  the  midwives  in  the  domiciliary 
midwifery  service.  As  the  midwife  employed  in  a part-time  capacity 
is  not  qualified  to  train  pupil  midwives  it  was  found  necessary  to  consider 
the  appointment  of  a third  full-time  midwife,  and  authority  for  this  was 
given  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Maternity  Outfits.  Maternity  outfits  are  now  being  provided  free  of 
charge  for  women  being  confined  at  home  and  who  make  use  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  care  of  expectant  mothers  under  the  National  Health 
Service.  A central  stock  is  maintained  at  the  Health  Department  office 
and  the  outfits  are  conveyed  to  the  homes  of  the  women  by  the  midwife 
in  charge  of  the  case. 

Supervision  of  Midwives.  The  Supervisor  of  Midwives  is  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  during  the  year  she  visited  the  homes  of 
the  midwives  and  inspected  their  equipment  and  records  and  found  them 
to  be  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

Domiciliary  Confinements.  199  applications  for  maternity  sendee 
under  the  domiciliary  midwifery  scheme  were  received  during  the  year. 
The  number  compares  with  280  for  the  previous  year.  210  confinements 
were  conducted  during  the  year  under  the  domiciliary  scheme  as  compared 
with  228  during  the  previous  year.  21  cases  cared  for  by  the  domiciliary 
midwives  were  eventually  admitted  to  hospital.  One  confinement  was 
conducted  by  a midwife  in  private  practice  compared  with  7 during  the 
previous  year. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

Seven  Health  Visitors  are  at  present  employed  in  a full-time  capacity. 
Miss  Hamilton  left  the  service  during  the  year  to  take  up  employment 
in  the  Colonial  Nursing  Service,  having  been  employed  in  Perth  for  the 
past  4 years.  One  Health  Visitor  continues  to  be  employed  whole-time 
on  tuberculosis  work,  and  in  September,  when  the  City  Health  Department 
took  over  the  school  health  service,  a further  Health  Visitor  was  seconded 
full-time  to  work  in  the  school  medical  service. 

Returns  arc  received  regularly  from  the  hospital  sendee  and  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  which  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Health 
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'isitors,  particularly  in  connection  with  their  duties  relating  to  children 
rnder  school  age  and  to  aged  persons. 

In  October  all  the  Health  Visitors  attended  a short  refresher  course 
tin  under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  at 
• hich  Dr.  Meams,  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Council,  was  the  lecturer, 
his  proved  very  valuable  and  could  with  advantage  be  repeated  at  a 
iter  date. 

It  has  been  suggested  from  time  to  time  that  Health  Visitors,  being 
.urses,  could  undertake  more  work  in  the  field  of  active  nursing.  It  should 
:e  emphasised,  however,  that  Health  Visitors’  duties  are  primarily  pre- 
ventive in  nature  and  anything  that  is  liable  to  detract  from  this  field  of 
-revention  should  be  discouraged.  The  care  and  after-care  of  expectant 
nd  nursing  mothers  and  young  children  is  of  paramount  importance, 
nd  it  is  in  this  sphere  that  the  greatest  effort  can  be  made  in  disease 
Tevention.  Admittedly  the  cost  of  the  health  visiting  service  is  high, 
ait  it  is  infinitesmal  compared  to  the  cost  of  curing  disease,  as  is  evidenced 
W the  various  reports  of  the  cost  of  running  the  curative  health  services. 

HOME  NURSING 

Perth  District  Nursing  Society  continue  to  provide  their  home  nursing 
orvice  on  behalf  of  the  Town  Council.  During  the  year  Miss  Mintie, 
uperintendent,  left  the  service  to  be  married.  Her  place  has  now  been 
iken  by  Miss  Paxton.  The  staffing  position  improved  from  the  previous 
car  and  now  five  nurses  are  employed  in  a full-time  capacity.  During 
ne  year  the  nurses  attended  654  patients,  carrying  out  a total  of  13,543 
Kits.  The  greatest  demand  for  the  nurses  was  during  the  month  of 
anuary. 

WURSING  HOMES  (SCOTLAND;  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1938. 

One  of  the  two  homes  in  the  City  ceased  to  function  during  the  year, 
utterly  this  home  was  used  only  for  convalescent  and  elderly  patients, 
die  remaining  home  was  visited  during  the  year  and  was  found  to  be  run 
£>ng  satisfactory  lines.  General  medical  and  surgical  cases  as  well  as 
ddwifery  cases  are  admitted  to  this  home. 

MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOT. 

This  depot  has  proved  of  great  service  to  the  community  and  has  been 
uich  appreciated.  149  articles  were  loaned  out  during  the  year  to  persons 
uo  were  being  nursed  at  home. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

During  the  year  an  additional  whole-time  help  was  employed  in  this 
r'vice,  bringing  the  establishment  up  to  six  whole-time  Helps.  At  the 
ne  of  writing  this  has  been  increased  to  seven.  78  households  received 
ip  during  the  year. 
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In  order  to  prevent  abuse  of  the  service,  strict  control  has  been  kef 
of  the  financial  aspect  of  this  important  service,  and  as  a result  the  recover 
rate  of  expenditure  is  in  the  region  of  50  per  cent.  In  an  effort  to  improv 
the  efficiency  of  the  service  each  household  receiving  help  is  now  visite 
at  regular  intervals  by  members  of  the  health  visiting  staff. 

One  lady  who  prior  to  her  death  had  been  receiving  help  left,  as 
token  of  her  appreciation  of  the  help  given,  a sum  of  money  to  be  utilise 
by  the  Town  Council  for  additional  comforts  for  persons  receiving  heljj 
Several  elderly  people  have  received  gifts  of  flowers  and  a cake  on  th 
occasion  of  their  birthdays  from  this  bequest. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

584  primary  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  as  compare! 
with  863  for  the  previous  year.  The  rather  high  figure  for  1950  wa 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  was  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  i 
Glasgow  in  April  of  that  year.  It  remains  difficult  to  assess  the  tru 
vaccination  state  of  the  community  as  a few  practitioners  are  still  failin 
to  return  the  official  record  cards. 

Of  the  584  primary  vaccinations,  236  were  carried  out  at  the  loa 
authority’s  clinics.  112  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  th 
year,  12  being  performed  at  the  local  authority’s  clinics. 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  record  the 
during  another  year  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  Cit) 
This  is  now  the  fourth  year  in  succession  that  there  has  been  no  case  c 
this  disease.  Great  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  all  children  are  given 
re-inforcing  dose  of  diphtheria  prophylatic,  either  prior  to  enterin 
school  or  at  the  routine  medical  inspection  immediately  after  their  entr 
to  school. 

764  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  a 
compared  with  897  during  the  previous  year.  375  of  the  immunisation 
were  carried  out  at  the  child  welfare  centres,  and  389  by  general  prac 
titioners. 

During  the  year  644  children  received  re-inforcing  inoculations  0: 
their  entry  to  school.  This  compares  with  368  for  1950.  250  of  the  re 
inforcing  inoculations  were  carried  out  at  the  child  welfare  centres,  13' 
by  medical  practitioners,  and  258  by  the  medical  officers  at  the  routin 
medical  inspections. 

Immunisation  Against  Whooping  Cough.  309  children  were  imrnun 
ised  against  this  disease  during  the  year.  Each  year  sees  an  increasin 
number  of  parents  anxious  to  protect  their  children  against  this  disease 
The  practice  of  giving  separate  injections  against  this  disease,  and  no 
combined  with  diphtheria  prophylactic,  has  been  continued  at  the  loca 
authority’s  clinics. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
— TUBERCULOSIS. 

Contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  constantly  being  kept  under 
►oservation  and  during  the  year  219  contacts  were  examined,  as  compared 
ith  265  for  the  previous  year. 

Emissions  to  Hospital.  As  recorded  in  last  year’s  report  the  bed 
ccommodation  for  tuberculosis  cases  in  the  region  was  increased  by  almost 
> per  cent,  and  this  has  resulted  in  a marked  reduction  in  the  waiting 
rne  for  cases  to  enter  hospital.  At  the  end  of  the  year  only  4 cases  were 
waiting  admission  to  sanatoria. 

During  the  year  89  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital,  as  compared 
rith  109  during  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  79  were  respiratory  and  10 
tin-respiratory  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

One  child  was  cared  for  in  Westbank  Residential  Nursery  and  3 
iiildren  in  the  day  nurseries  to  facilitate  the  admission  of  mothers  to 
^spital  for  treatment. 

cousing.  18  families  in  which  there  was  a case  of  tuberculosis  were 
choused  during  the  year.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  record  that  over  the  past 
cur  years  a total  of  84  such  families  have  been  rehoused,  and  once  again  I 
could  like  to  thank  the  Convener  and  members  of  the  House  Manage- 
-nt  Committee  for  their  assistance  in  rehousing  these  families. 

It  was  decided  to  carry  out  a survey  of  persons  who  had  been  rehoused 
*e  years  ago  on  the  grounds  of  tuberculosis  to  discover  to  what  extent 
ceir  health  and  living  conditions  had  improved  with  rehousing.  Whilst 
a few  instances  there  were  additional  notifications  in  the  families 
uce  rehousing  this  was  rather  the  exception,  and  in  most  cases  it  was 
-und  that  the  family  had  considerably  improved  in  health  and  were 
cry  happy  and  contented  in  their  new  surroundings,  and  only  in  a very 
*v  instances  was  the  garden  proving  to  be  rather  more  than  they  could 
Linage.  In  only  one  case  was  it  found  that  the  family  were  not  making 
Q1  use  of  the  extra  room  provided. 

~ath  Rate.  16  persons  died  from  this  disease  during  1951,  giving  a 
lath  rate  of  .39  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  compares  favourably 
ith  the  figures  of  .53  and  .43,  being  the  rates  for  large  Burghs  in  Scotland 
id  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  respectively. 

otifications.  There  were  66  new  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
195 C compared  with  75  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  pleasing  to  record 
es  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications,  which  is  the  first  year  that 
has  occurred  since  1946.  The  incidence  continues  to  be  greatest 
ttween  the  ages  of  15  and  25  years.  The  number  of  notifications  of  non- 
ipiratory  tuberculosis  was  10,  as  compared  with  15  for  the  previous 
ar. 

[tpply  of  Extra  Nourishment,  Nursing  Requisites,  etc.  The  supply 
icod  liver  oil  and  malt  continues  to  be  given  free  of  charge  to  domiciliary 
*es  of  tuberculosis,  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis 
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Physician  88  persons  were  supplied  during  the  year  with  one  pint  of  T/ 
pasteurised  milk  per  day  at  a cost  of  £450. 

One  domiciliary  case  was  supplied  with  bedding  during  the  yea 
10  nursing  requisites  were  issued  from  the  Medical  Loan  Depot,  and 
addition,  2 sputum  flasks,  10  mugs,  and  55  (8  oz.)  tins  of  disinfecta: 
were  issued  to  domiciliary  cases. 

Co-operation  with  Ministry  of  Labour.  3 men  and  2 women  who  we 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  placed  in  suitable  employment  durir 
1951.  In  addition  one  man  entered  Granton  (Edinburgh)  Govemme: 
Training  Centre  in  May  for  a one  year’s  course  as  a typewriter  mechan 
under  the  Disabled  Persons  Vocational  Training  Scheme. 

Mass  Radiography.  A total  of  3,486  persons  were  examined  by  ma 
radiography  during  the  year,  being  an  increase  of  787  compared  with  tl 
number  for  the  previous  year.  Of  the  3,486  persons  examined,  367  we 
found  to  have  abnormalities  of  one  kind  or  another,  and  of  that  numb 
12  were  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis. 

The  staff  of  the  following  firms  were  given  an  opportunity  to  ha\ 
an  x-ray  photograph  taken  : — 

British  Railways. 

J.  Pullar  & Sons,  Ltd. 

Thomas  Harley,  Ltd. 

Perth  Royal  Infirmary. 

Perth  Aerodrome. 

Peter  Thomson,  Grocers. 

A.  Caird  & Sons,  Ltd. 

D.  Leslie,  Printers. 

Gordon  & Stanfield,  Ltd. 

The  Inland  Revenue  Office. 

The  Ministry  of  Labour. 

Arthur  Bell  & Sons,  Ltd. 

A.  M.  & G.  Robertson. 

J.  Wright  & Co.,  Ltd. 

T.  Love  & Sons. 

The  General  Post  Office. 

The  Dental  Profession. 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

The  Scottish  Gas  Board. 

British  Road  Services. 

824  school  children  and  192  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  wei 
also  included. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination.  All  persons  under  21  years  of  age  who  were  know 
to  have  been  contacts  at  one  time  or  another  of  a case  of  respirator 
tuberculosis  were  invited  to  be  skin  tested  and  subsequently  vaccinate 
by  B.C.G.  vaccine.  The  response  was  excellent  and  as  a result  250  contaci 
were  tested,  and  of  these,  108  were  found  to  be  negative  re-actors.  A 
these  negative  re-actors  were  subsequently  immunised  with  B.C.C 
vaccine.  In  addition,  33  nurses  were  tuberculin  tested,  and  of  that  numb 
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o were  found  to  be  negative  re-actors  and  they  also  were  subsequently 
nmunised  with  B.C.G.  vaccine.  4 infants  belonging  to  households  in 
frhich  there  was  an  active  case  of  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  Westbank 
residential  Nursery  in  order  to  be  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 
iiotifications.  There  were  479  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
»e  year,  being  an  increase  of  122  cases  from  the  previous  year.  This 
^crease  was  principally  due  to  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  which  occurred 
curing  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  to  the  increased  number  of  notifi- 
lations  of  whooping  cough,  namely  166  compared  with  66  during  the 
previous  year.  As  already  recorded  elsewhere  this  is  the  fourth  year  in 
uccession  in  which  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria, 
scarlet  Fever.  During  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  a marked 
)*crease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease.  In  all  169  cases 
Sere  notified  and  of  these  137  were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no 
eeaths,  and  whilst  generally  speaking  the  disease  clinically  was  very  mild, 
nevertheless  there  was  quite  a number  of  complications.  There  were  3 
unifies  in  w’hich  Return  Cases  occurred. 

Vhooping  Cough.  There  was  an  increase  of  100  notifications  of  this 
Hsease  compared  with  the  number  for  the  previous  year.  37  cases  were 
Unfitted  to  hospital.  Two  cases  terminated  fatally  as  a result  of  secondary 
rroncho-pneumonia . 

jfluenza.  During  the  first  month  of  the  year  there  was  a short  sharp 
utbreak  of  influenza.  During  this  period  20  deaths  were  certified  as 
uving  been  due  to  influenza  or  to  influenza  being  a secondary  cause, 
p of  these  deaths  were  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  It  is  noteworthy 
■ record  that  in  the  treatment  of  these  influenzal  pneumonias  it  was 
Jund  that  penicillin  was  not  so  efficacious  as  the  sulphonamides. 
coliomyelitis.  There  were  only  three  notifications  of  this  disease 
uring  the  year  — one  during  October  and  two  during  November.  The 
^es  of  these  cases  were  within  13  and  17  years.  In  one  case  there  was  no 
uralysis,  and  in  neither  of  the  other  cases  was  the  paralysis  severe.  In 
^ne  of  the  cases  was  it  established  that  the  patient  had  been  in  contact 
dth  a known  source  of  infection.  In  one  case,  however,  the  disease 
xcurred  three  weeks  after  a tonsillectomy  operation.  All  the  cases  were 
dmitted  to  hospital. 

con-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  During  the  course  of  their 
citations  87  cases  of  measles,  20  cases  of  German  measles,  12  cases  of 
uickenpox,  1 case  of  mumps,  and  1 case  of  scabies  in  pre-school  children 
-re  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

280  cases  from  the  City  were  admitted  to  King’s  Cross  Hospital, 
-undee,  during  1951.  Of  that  number  137  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 

whooping  cough,  31  chickenpox,  7 dysentery,  2 poliomyelitis,  19 
Kasles,  and  4 scabies. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  only  20  notifications  of  dysentery  during  the  year.  The 
were  all  isolated  cases  and  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained  were  quite  ur 
related  one  to  another.  All  the  cases  were  closely  investigated  and  an 
member  of  an  affected  household,  who  was  a food  handler,  was  examine 
bacteriologically.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  exclude  a contaq 
from  work.  Apart  from  these  cases  of  dysentery'  there  were  no  othe 
cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year.  It  was,  however,  reported  froi 
a neighbouring  County  that  there  had  been  a case  of  food  poisoning  du 
to  Salmonella  B.  Typhimurium  and  that  duck  eggs  distributed  from  1 
centre  in  this  area  were  suspected  to  be  the  source  of  infection.  Enquii 
at  the  Egg  Grading  Centre  revealed  the  impossibility  of  tracing  the  origi 
of  the  eggs,  as  duck  eggs  were  supplied  to  this  centre  from  abot 
50  different  producers. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Throughout  1951  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  distribute 
has  been  uniformly  of  the  highest  standard. 

The  control  of  algal  growths  in  Viewlands  Reservoir  proved  successfi 
except  during  the  period  mid- July  to  mid- August  when  considerab; 
trouble  was  experienced.  Engineering  considerations  at  present  allow  c 
only  a partial  application  of  break-point  treatment  to  the  high  lev< 
reservoirs,  and  consequently  the  control  of  algal  growths  in  these  is  le: 
successful  than  in  Viewlands  Reservoir.  The  elimination  of  these  growtl 
and  the  tastes  which  they  impart  to  the  water  continues  to  engage  th 
attention  of  the  Water  Engineer. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  mental  deficiency  clinic,  established  during  1950,  has  proved  < 
increasing  value  in  the  running  of  the  mental  health  services  of  the  Cir 
An  increased  number  of  sessions  was  held  throughout  the  y'ear  and  £ 
a result  28  City  cases  were  examined  and  17  cases  from  the  County'  are; 
Now  that  the  City  Health  Department  has  taken  over  the  School  Medic 
Services  of  the  City,  school  children  examined  are  referred  to  this  clin: 
for  specialist  opinion  as  to  the  most  suitable  disposal  of  the  cases.  At  th 
end  of  the  year,  12  cases  were  being  kept  under  observation  through  th 
clinic  system. 

Mental  Illness.  During  the  year  13  cases  of  mental  illness  were  admitte 
to  hospital,  9 of  whom  were  certified.  At  the  31st  of  December,  195 
there  were  no  cases  of  mental  illness  being  cared  for  at  home,  and  116  cas< 
were  being  cared  for  in  institutions,  as  compared  with  114  at  the  end  c 
1950. 

Mental  Deficiency.  During  the  year  two  new  cases  of  mental  deficient 
were  certified,  both  of  whom  were  admitted  to  institutions.  It  was  m 
found  necessary  to  recertify  any  case  on  attaining  the  age  of  16  year 


18 


md  no  cases  were  placed  under  guardianship  during  the  year.  At  31st 
December,  1951,  49  cases  of  mental  deficiency  were  under  treatment  in 
mental  institutions  and  9 cases  were  being  cared  for  at  home. 

The  paramount  importance  of  adequate  and  efficient  mental  health 
services  is  being  realised  by  local  health  authorities.  The  incidence  of 
mental  illness  in  the  country  was  made  very  apparent  recently  by  the 
:tatement  that  40  per  cent  of  the  total  hospital  accommodation  in  Scotland 
is  provided  in  mental  hospitals  and  certified  institutions,  and  that  at  least 
;o  per  cent  of  patients  seeking  medical  advice  are  suffering  from  disorders 
m which  mental  and  emotional  factors  are  of  primary  importance. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 


Once  again  lectures  and  film  shows  were  given  to  small  groups  of 
selected  audiences  instead  of  large-scale  film  shows  in  local  cinemas. 
Throughout  the  year  11  such  talks  and  film  shows  were  held,  and  the 
allowing  is  a list  of  the  organisations  which  received  a talk  and  film 
chow : — 


10th  January 
5 th  February 
14th  February 
26th  February 
1 8th  March 
9th  April 
1 2th  May 
4th  November 
3rd  December 
13th  December 
17th  December 


Muirton  Women’s  Club. 

Union  of  Catholic  Mothers. 

Practical  Psychology  Club. 

Scottish  Housewives’  Association. 

St.  Andrew’s  Ambulance  Association. 
Black  Watch  Women’s  Guild. 

British  Red  Cross  Society  (Junior  Cadets). 
St.  John’s  Church  Youth  Fellowship. 
United  Free  Church  Women’s  Guild. 
Perth  Railway  Athletic  and  Social  Club. 
United  Free  Church  Men’s  Club. 


The  recent  announcement  by  the  Government  that  they  were  with- 
trawing  the  mobile  film  units  of  the  Central  Office  of  Information  came, 
■ am  sure,  as  a great  blow  to  many  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  It  did  to 
myself.  In  the  past  these  units,  together  with  the  films,  were  of  great 
assistance  in  health  education  work,  and  whilst  the  films  are  still  available 
»r  hire,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  obtain  the  use  of  a projector  locally  and 
(ften  more  difficult  still  to  obtain  the  services  of  a skilled  operator.  A good 
-hn  show  can  be  completely  marred  by  faulty  presentation  of  the  films, 
i have  now  resorted  to  the  use  of  the  Flannelgraph  and  already  have  had 
"repared  sets  of  material  to  cover  such  topics  as  “ Home  Accidents,” 
Food  Hygiene,”  and  “ Fly  Prevention.”  This  technique  of  lecturing 
; in  some  ways  superior  to  the  use  of  a film  strip  or  even  a talking  film. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  was  again  a considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  new  City 
tases  of  acquired  syphilis,  being  8 as  compared  with  17  for  the  previous 
isar.  The  number  of  new  cases  of  persons  belonging  to  the  City  who 
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attended  for  treatment  of  gonorrhoea,  however,  showed  a slight  increase 
being  16  as  compared  with  u for  the  previous  year. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICE. 

Pre-school  cases  belonging  to  the  City,  who  attended  the  Orthopaedi] 
Clinic  for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  numbered  169.  At  the  end  c 
the  year  184  pre-school  City  children  were  attending  for  treatment  ani 
supervision,  and  4 pre-school  City  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  durin 
the  year  for  treatment. 

ACCIDENTS. 

Vehicular.  150  accidents  caused  by  vehicular  traffic  were  reported  t 
the  Chief  Constable  during  the  year,  being  an  increase  of  27  from  th 
previous  year.  As  a result  of  these  accidents,  166  persons  were  injured- 
57  seriously  and  109  slightly.  45  of  the  injured  persons  were  under  1 
years  of  age. 

Non-Vehicular.  There  was  a total  of  14  fatal  accidents  in  the  home 
of  which  5 were  due  to  carbon-monoxide  poisoning,  2 to  suifocatioi 
(infants),  and  7 to  falls.  4 of  the  falls  caused  fractures  of  the  femur  ii 
elderly  persons,  and  3 resulted  in  fractures  of  the  skull  in  young  and  middle 
aged  persons. 

Whilst  it  is  generally  appreciated  that  it  is  quite  easy  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  fatal  accidents  in  the  home,  it  is  much  more  difficult  t 
assess  the  incidence  of  non-fatal  accidents.  As  recorded  in  my  report  fo 
last  year,  through  the  co-operation  of  Perth  Royal  Infirmary,  a surve 
was  carried  out  over  a period  of  12  months  to  investigate  the  incidenc 
of  accidents  in  the  home.  During  this  12-month  period  a total  of  265  horn 
accidents  were  bad  enough  to  require  treatment  at  Perth  Royal  Infirmary 
Only  5,  however,  required  in-patient  treatment,  the  others  being  treated  a 
the  out-patient  department.  Table  No.  39  gives  details  of  the  results  0 
an  investigation  into  74  of  these  accidents. 

Once  again  every  opportunity  was  taken  at  the  various  lectures  an< 
film  shows  to  deal  with  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

During  the  year  consideration  was  given  by  the  Town  Council  to  th 
problem  of  obtaining  additional  premises  for  the  provision  of  residentia 
accommodation  for  aged,  infirm,  and  handicapped  persons.  No  suitabl 
large  houses  being  available  and  the  building  of  new  premises  not  possibl 
under  present  restrictions,  it  was  decided  to  improve  the  comforts  ani 
amenities  in  Bertha  Home,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  residentia 
accommodation,  and  as  a result  additional  furnishings  are  being  provides 
as  well  as  the  redecoration  of  dormitories  and  sitting  rooms.  Furthe 
improvements  at  present  being  carried  out  are  new  washing  and  toile 
facilities  adjacent  to  the  existing  residential  accommodation,  and  improve 
inents  in  the  laundry  and  disinfector.  Approval  has  also  been  given  t( 
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i the  construction  of  a new  mortuary  with  suitable  adjacent  viewing  and 
3 religious  service  rooms. 

The  Home  continues  to  provide  accommodation  for  aged,  infirm,  and 
1 handicapped  persons  under  the  care  of  the  Town  Council,  and  the  Eastern 
1 Regional  Hospital  Board  make  full  use  of  the  Sick  Wards  for  chronic  sick 
.cases.  The  mental  wards  also  continue  to  be  utilised  by  the  Eastern 
1 Regional  Hospital  Board  and  very  gradually  the  number  of  these  patients 
•is  being  reduced,  the  present  number  of  patients  being  26.  The  Medical 
C Officer  of  Health  continues  to  supervise  the  health  of  the  residents  and 
: patients  in  the  Home. 

The  services  of  a qualified  chiropodist  were  made  available  by  the 
lEastem  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  patients  in  Bertha  Home.  This  is 
sa  service  which  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  patients.  A further 
Service  instituted  during  the  year  in  the  Home  was  that  of  a regular  supply 
:of  library  books  from  the  Sandeman  Library.  It  is  hoped  that  some  time 
ton  the  future  arrangements  will  be  made  to  have  the  services  of  a masseuse 
iiand  a diversional  therapist. 

The  erection  of  the  additional  24  2-apartment  houses  in  the  Letham 
►scheme  for  aged  persons  was  approved  and  it  is  anticipated  that  building 
®f  these  will  commence  during  1952. 

The  home  for  aged  persons  at  Bowerswell  is  operating  to  capacity 
land  there  is  now  a waiting  list  for  admission,  xo  blocks  of  double  cottage 
[type  houses  in  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the  house  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  This  home  at  Bowerswell  continues  to  be  the 
only  home  for  aged  or  disabled  persons  registered  under  the  Act. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  utilise  the  powers 
under  Section  47  of  the  Act,  whereby  certain  persons  can  be  compulsorily 
removed  from  their  homes.  In  a certain  number  of  cases  it  was  considered 
that  the  powers  might  require  to  be  used,  but  the  removal  of  these  patients 
voluntarily  was  eventually  carried  out.  The  property  of  one  person  had 
£0  be  taken  care  of  temporarily. 

Eight  burials  were  carried  out  by  the  Welfare  Department  as  in  none 
bf  these  cases  was  any  friend  or  relative  able  or  willing  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements. 

Good  work  by  the  following  voluntary  organisations  continued  on 
wehalf  of  handicapped  persons  : — 

The  Society  for  Teaching  the  Blind  to  Read  in  the  Counties  of 
Perth  and  Kinross. 

The  Perth  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

The  Eastern  Regional  Orthopaedic  Council. 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  promotion  of  the  well- 
*eing  of  the  aged  continued  successfully,  and  that  excellent  work  in  this 
There  was  carried  out  by  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council,  the  Old  Age 
Pensioners’  Association,  Indigent  Old  Men’s  Society,  and  Society  for 
1 'dief  of  Indigent  Ladies.  Undoubtedly  friendly  visitations  is  much 
Tpreciated  by  lonely  old  people  and  housebound  persons  living  alone. 
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TABLE  No.  i. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Estimated  Population,  40,593  (middle  of  1951).  Area  of  Burgh,  4,122  acres. 
Population,  1951  Census,  40,466.  No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  I2,I27J 

Estimated  Pre-School  Population,  3,606.  Gross  Valuation,  £456,645  12/-. 

Estimated  School  Population,  6,064.  Rateable  Value,  £430,669  10/-. 


Cor- 

rected 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
estimated 
Popu- 
lation 

Corres- 
ponding 
Rate  for 
1950 

Rate  for 

Scot- 

land 

Large 

Burghs 

Births  (total  live  births) 

673 

16.6 

17.6 

17-7 

17.8 

Births — Illegitimate  (per  100 
live  births) 

52 

7-7 

6.7 

5-1 

5-1 

Still  births  (per  1,000  births, 
including  still  births) 

12 

18 

20 

27 

27 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

512 

12.6 

12.0 

12.9 

13.0 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

16 

•39 

•29 

•43 

•53 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

15 

•37 

•29 

•37 

.46 

Epidemic  Diseases  . 

21 

•52 

.10 

.22 

.20 

Children  under  1 year  (per 
1,000  live  births) 

15 

22 

24 

37 

39 

Children  under  1 month 
(per  1,000  live  births)  . 

6 

8.9 

13-9 

22 

— 

Women  in  childbirth  (per 
1,000  births,  including 
still  births  . 

1 

1.46 

1.36 

1. 1 

— 
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TABLE  No.  2. 

DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1950 

Deaths  from  Influenza 

17 

.418 

.IO 

Deaths  from  Measles 

2 

.049 

— 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
(Respiratory) . 

15 

•37 

.29 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
(Non-Respiratory)  . 

I 

.02 



Deaths  from  Whooping 
Cough  .... 

2 

.049 

— 

TABLE  No.  3. 

DEATHS  FROM  SYSTEMIC  DISEASES. 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1950 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio- 
vascular System  . 

188 

4.65 

4.40 

Cancer  .... 

69 

1.69 

1-95 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System  (Non-Tuber- 
culous) 

28 

.69 

.68 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive 
System. 

20 

•49 

.36 

Diseases  of  the  Genito- 
urinary System 

1 1 

■27 

.26 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System. 

88 

2.16 

2.09 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Birth  Injuries  and  Atelectasis 
Congenital  Malformation 
Convulsions  ..... 

Enteritis  ...... 

Prematurity  ..... 

Suffocation  ..... 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

Other  Causes  ..... 

Totals  .... 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 


1950 

1951 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ..... 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .... 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

TABLE  No.  6. 

MORTALITY  AT  THE  DIFFERENT  AGE  GROUPS. 


1950 

1951 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1 year 

13 

4 

17 

6 

9 

15 

1 and  under  5 years 

— 

4 

4 

2 

7 

9 

5 and  under  10  years 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

I 

10  and  under  15  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

15  and  under  25  years 

3 

— 

3 

1 

4 

5 

25  and  under  35  years 

8 

12 

20 

3 

5 

8 

35  and  under  45  years 

5 

7 

12 

10 

5 

15 

45  and  under  55  years 

24 

24 

48 

29 

8 

37 

55  and  tinder  65  years 

29 

3i 

60 

56 

32 

88 

65  and  under  75  years 

52 

68 

120 

60 

73 

133 

75  and  under  85  years 

67 

87 

154 

66 

9i 

157 

85  years  and  over 

19 

3° 

49 

14 

29 

43 

Totals  . 

223 

268 

491 

248 

264 

512 

0 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1951. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1951. 
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TABLE  No.  io. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

: SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  CITY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


No.  of  Sessions 
conducted  at 
Schools 

No.  of  Special 
Visits  to  Schools 

No.  of  Clinic 
Sessions 

September 

20 

— 

2 

October 

23 

I 

5 

November 

28 

I 

4 

December 

14 

t 

3 

Totals  . 

85 

3 

14 

29 
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Children  with 
Other 
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in 
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Total  No. 
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O 00  00  00 
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o 

Entrants  .... 
Nine  year  olds  . 

Thirteen  year  olds 
Sixteen  year  olds 
Other  Age  Groups 

Totals  . 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE— VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 
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VACCINATIONS 
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2nd-3rd  Day 
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Practitioners 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION, 
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TABLE  No.  17. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS. 


Year 

Total  No. 
Immunised. 

1940 

690 

1941 

1690 

1942 

488 

1943 

502 

1944 

600 

1945 

588 

1946 

478 

1947 

658 

1948 

857 

1949 

909 

1950 

897 

1951 

764 

TABLE  No.  18. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 


YEAR  OF  BIRTH 

Total 

1941 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

No.  of  Children 
Immunised 

I 

I 
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10 

26 

28 

45 

169 

29 

309 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

RETURN  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  WHICH  DIAGNOSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  HAS  BEEN 
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Number  of  Cases  in  Age  Groups 
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Number  of  Cases  in  Age  Groups 
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RETURN  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  WHICH  RECEIVED  TREATMENT  UNDER  THE 
TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME  IN  SANATORIA  OR  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS  NOTIFIED  DURING  EACH  MONTH  OF  1951. 
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BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 
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TABLE  No.  26. 

BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Domiciliary 

No.  of  Births 
occurring  in 
Perth 

Royal  Infirmary 

No.  of  Births 
in  Private 
Nursing  Homes 

Total 

January 

30 

56 

II 

97 

February 

16 

56 

15 

87 

March 

25 

60 

19 

104 

April  . 

20 

68 

19 

107 

May  . 

13 

64 

14 

9i 

June  . 

17 

69 

19 

105 

July  . 

19 

68 

26 

113 

August 

13 

54 

11 

78 

September  . 

16 

59 

14 

89 

October 

15 

52 

7 

74 

November  . 

11 

55 

7 

73 

December  . 

16 

62 

12 

90 

Totals 

211 

723 

174 

1108 
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TABLE  No.  27. 

BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Total  No.  of  Births,  including  still  births,  notified  during  the 

year  ........ 

1108 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23  (2)  of  the  National 

Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement 

58 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  confinement 

152 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . 

— 

(ii)  Other  domiciliary  cases. 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  ...... 

I 

(b)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . 

— 

(c)  Conducted  by  outdoor  staff  of  an  institution 

— 

(d)  Without  doctor  or  midwife  .... 

— 

(iii)  Cases  conducted  at  institutions  (including  private 

maternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area  of  the  Local 

Health  Authority  ...... 

897 

TABLE  No.  28. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


Whole- 

time 

Midwives 

Part- 

time 

Midwives 

Total 

No.  of  applications  received  during  the 

year  ...... 

155 

44 

199 

No.  of  Births  during  the  year. 

Attended  by  a midwife  alone  . 

118 

26 

144 

Attended  by  a doctor  alone 

1 

I 

Attended  by  a doctor  and  midwife  . 
Neither  a doctor  nor  a midwife 

38 

19 

57 

present  at  the  confinement  . 

5 

3 

8 

TOTALS 

162 

48 

210 

No.  sent  to  Hospital  on  account  of  abnor- 
malities or  unsuitable  housing  accom- 
modation ..... 

18 

3 

21 
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TABLE  No.  29. 

MATERNITY  SERVICES  SCHEME. 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  FULL-TIME  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES. 


TOTAL 

00  w Tf  0 On  <N  mvo  N m m ON 

O ro  h n 10  Tt  Tf  m 0\  mvo 
vo  Tj-rfrj-mmmmmmmm 

00 

<N 

r- 

tj- 

Other 

Visits 

1 00  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

00 

No.  of 
Puerperal 
Visits 

oonoooovtonO  t^vo  0 

OvvO  ON  T}-  h-  On  On  O 00  mOMO 
rriNrlNHHMNHNHM 

VO 

N 

00 

fS 

No.  of 
confinements 
conducted 
with  doctors 

vn  rfoo  m (N  (N  t}-  m (N  m m ^ 

M 

No.  of 
confinements 
conducted 
alone 

ON 00  0 O MNOOOO  0 HCO  0 

121 

(A 

C/5 

> 

13 

c3 

z 

1 

<u 

TOTAL 

VO  ON  VO  On  *-•  rf*-H  m O fS  VO  vn 
00  Tfvo  Tfir»TfTfmTfrf(N  O 

N 

m 

Revisits 

*-H  r-00  VO  O On  t^-vo  On  i-»  mvo 
r^mViN  ’tiNNONmnON 

m 

00 

HH 

C 

< 

Initial 

Visits 

i/n  in  co  m *-*  t — >— • *-*  m on 

>■*  >H  W H H 

ON 

Tf 

M 

January 

February 

March  .... 

April  .... 

May  .... 

J une  .... 

July  .... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

45 


MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1915  AND  1927. 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947. 


Cases 

not 

attended 
by  Midwife 
or  Doctor 

1 II  III  II 

Cases 
attended 
by  Midwives 
in 

Institutions 

1 II  III  II 

Other 

domiciliary 

cases 

attended  by 
Midwives 
(i.e.  cases  in 
which  no 
Doctor  has 
been  booked) 

1 II  III  II 

cases  under  Section  23  of 
ilth  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 
1947 

Midwife 
alone  (No 
Doctor 
engaged 

1 II  III  II 

Doctor 
engaged 
but  not 
present  at 
confinement 

£ N ~ III  II 

m rr 
.2  ^ 
3 ~a 
.2  G 

B-g 
0 a 
QZ 

Doctor 

engaged 

and 

present  at 
confinement 

S 1 N III  II 

Total 
Births 
occurring 
in  the  area 

00  00  I ~ | Ol 
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►H 

Births 

Deaths  of  new-born  chil- 
dren (within  14  days  of 
birth) 

Still-births  . 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Sepsis — 
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Deaths 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — 

Cases 

Deaths 
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MATERNITY  DEPARTMENT — PERTH  ROYAL  INFIRMARY, 
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TABLE  No.  34. 

ULTRA-VIOLET  RAY  CLINICS. 


First 

Attendances 

Number 

Attending 

Total 

Attendances 

►South  Street  Clinic  . 

57 

75 

1140 

•Muirton  Clinic 

29 

29 

450 

Totals 

86 

104 

1590 

TABLE  No.  35. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 


No.  of  places 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

No.  0] 
taken  u 
of  th 

places 
p at  end 
e year 

Averag 

attenc 

e daily 
iance 

Total 

attendances 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

Under  2 

Aged 

2-5 

Tlorence  Place 

27 

28 

19 

38 

16 

28 

12,338 

fVestbank 

— 

18 

— 

20 

— 

15 

4,273 

TOTALS 

K 

27 

46 

19 

58 

16 

43 

16,611 

on  Waiting  List  at  end  of  the  year 
(for  both  Nurseries) 


Under  2 
31 


Aged  2-5 
66 


Total 

97 


TABLE  No.  36. 

WESTBANK  RESIDENTIAL  NURSERY. 


• — 

No.  of  Beds  provided  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Children  ad- 
mitted during 
year 

Children  dis- 
charged during 
year 

Average 

daily 

Attendances 

•Under  2 

Aged  2-5 

Others 

13 

5 

— 

85 

86 

14.5 

49 


TABLE  No.  37. 

HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 


No.  of  Cases 
who  received 
assistance 

No.  of  hours 
of  help  given 

Average 
period  of 
assistance 

Maternity  Cases 

5 

130 

26  hours 

Cases  of  Illness 

29 

1276 

44  » 

Aged  persons  . 

34 

5647 

166  „ 

Tuberculosis  Cases. 

ro 

1406 

i4oi  „ 

To  improve  Household  . 

— 

— 

78 

8459 

108J  hours. 

No.  of  Home  Helps  employed 
at  end  of  year  . 

Whole-time 

6 

Part-time 

Reraining  f 
basis 

TABLE  No.  38. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 


Nu 

mber  of  Ca 

ses. 

No.  of  Visits 

New  Cases 

Old  Cases 

Total 

January 

76 

65 

141 

1248 

February 

49 

80 

129 

1134 

March 

53 

81 

134 

1317 

April 

46 

79 

125 

1185 

May  .... 

37 

78 

”5 

1142 

June  .... 

48 

78 

126 

1094 

July  ... 

44 

78 

122 

1 160 

August 

48 

75 

123 

1 164 

September 

44 

81 

125 

885 

October 

43 

75 

118 

1132 

November  . 

54 

67 

121 

1003 

December  . 

47 

69 

116 

1079 

TOTALS  . 

589 

906 

1495 

13543 
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TABLE  No.  39. 

ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME. 


Under  5 
years 

5 and 
under  15 
years 

15  and 
under  60 
years 

Over  60 
years 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Out-Patients  . 

6 

5 

7 

7 

I I 

12 

2 

5 

26 

29 

in-Patients 
Nature  of  Injury  : 

I 

— 

1 

(I)  Falls 

5 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 

2 

5 

13 

18 

(2)  Burns 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

(3)  Others 

I 

I 

4 

4 

7 

5 

— 

I 

12 

11 

'Preventable  : 

(1)  Yes  ... 

3 

— 

5 

4 

5 

6 

2 

2 

15 

12 

(2)  No 

■Due  to  defect  of  Appliance, 
Furnishing,  etc.  : 

3 

5 

2 

3 

6 

6 

4 

II 

18 

(1)  Yes 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

I 

I 

2 

2 

3 

(2)  No  ... 

6 

5 

6 

7 

II 

II 

I 

4 

24 

27 

Period  of  Incapacity  : 

(1)  Under  1 month 

6 

3 

7 

5 

9 

10 

1 

3 

23 

21 

(2)  Over  1 month 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

I 

3 

3 

9 

Result  : 

(1)  Disability 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

4 

(2)  No  Disability 

6 

5 

7 

5 

I I 

II 

2 

5 

26 

26 

No.  not  traced 

9 

9 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

NEW  CASES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  THE  AREAS  IN  WHICH  THE  PATIENTS  RESIDE. 
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Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

Sanitary  Department, 
22  York  Place, 

Perth,  May,  1952. 

To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  and  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistra 
and  Council  of  the  City  of  Perth. 

My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  wc 
of  the  Sanitary  Department  of  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  year  1951. 

PREFACE. 

Despite  difficulties  caused  by  the  increasing  cost  of  structural  woi 
and  repairs  to  properties  generally,  it  has  been  possible  to  achieve 
reasonable  measure  of  improvement  in  the  environmental  conditions 
the  City  during  the  year. 

The  problems  of  maintaining  house  property,  arising  mainly  from  a 
and  from  the  inability  of  owners  to  fund  necessary  urgent  repairs  frc 
the  current  rent  yield  and  the  consequent  deterioration  of  houses  a 
lowering  of  the  standard  of  fitness  give  cause  for  anxiety,  not  only  on  t 
part  of  the  unfortunate  owners  and  tenants  of  such  properties,  but  also 
Local  Authorities  and  officials  charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaini 
satisfactory  housing  conditions  in  their  areas. 

Those  statutory  obligations  are  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
discharge  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  or,  indeed,  equity. 

Whilst  the  provision  of  new  houses  must  take  first  priority,  the  questi' 
of  deterioration  of  existing  accommodation  will  require  to  receive  t 
urgent  attention  of  those  in  authority  if  we  wish  even  to  retain  the  sta 
dards  we  have  reached  in  environmental  hygiene  during  the  past  ha 
century. 


HOUSING. 

Unfit  Houses. 

As  suitable  alternative  accommodation  becomes  available  for  t 
existing  tenants  of  houses  which  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  hum 
habitation,  the  owners  are  asked  to  agree  to  give  an  undertaking  not 
relet  the  houses,  and  it  has  been  possible  during  the  year  to  deal  with  t 


following  houses  : — 

No.  of 

Property. 

Houses. 

Order. 

111-113  South  Street. 

7 

Voluntary  Undertaking. 

2-4  Rose  Lane. 

2 

Corporation  Property. 

188  South  Street. 

1 

Voluntary  Undertaking. 

30  Longcauseway. 

4 

Corporation  Property. 

23  Kirkgate. 

1 

Voluntary  Undertaking. 

19  Greyfriars  Lane. 

1 

do. 

56 


3 Atholl  Place.  i 

34  West  Mill  Street.  i 

341  High  Street.  2 

343  High  Street.  1 

208  High  Street.  1 

8 Horners’  Lane.  1 

2 North  William  Street.  1 

16  Paul  Street.  1 

12  Canal  Street.  2 

The  Steading,  Barnhill.  1 

95  High  Street.  1 

77  Kinnoull  Causeway.  x 

65  Pomarium  Street.  1 

4 Cross  Street.  1 

34  Meal  Vennel.  2 

53  Meal  Vennel.  4 

50  Meal  Vennel.  x 

56  Meal  Vennel.  1 

16  Union  Lane.  1 

329  High  Street.  1 

136  High  Street.  1 

37  Stormont  Street.  1 


44 


Voluntary  Undertaking, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Corporation  Property, 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Voluntary  Undertaking, 
do. 

Corporation  Property. 

Voluntary  Undertaking, 
do. 


Of  58  houses  owned  by  the  Town  Council  and  included  in  a survey 
ude  in  1949  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  43  had  been  closed 
the  end  of  1951. 

The  following  properties  which  consisted  of  closed,  unfit  houses 
re  demolished  during  the  year  : — 

2-4  Rose  Lane  . . 2 houses 

38-40  Meal  Vennel  . . 4 ,, 

4°'44  » • • 6 ,, 


12 


MEAL  VENNEL  CLEARANCE  AREA. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  with  representatives  of  the  Department 
Health  regarding  the  further  procedure  necessary  with  regard  to 
quiring  the  remaining  properties  in  Meal  Vennel,  and  the  Department 
xeed  to  consider  proposals  by  the  Town  Council  to  acquire  the  properties 
accordance  with  the  Development  Plan,  which  the  Town  Council  are 
bmitting  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  under  the  Town  and 
»untry  Planning  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. 

In  support  of  the  specific  proposals  for  this  Area,  the  following  reports 
<ve  been  prepared  by  this  Department  and  submitted  to  the  Department 
Health  : — 

(1)  Report  showing  the  state  of  each  individual  property,  either 

containing  houses  or  adjacent  thereto. 

(2)  Report  giving  details  of  owners  and  tenants  in  the  various 

properties. 
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(3)  Report  regarding  : — 

(a)  Bug  infestation  in  properties. 

( b ) Dangerous  buildings  in  the  area. 

(c)  Squatter  problem. 

Whilst  a survey  which  was  carried  out  in  December,  1949,  show 
that  there  were  52  tenants  still  in  occupation,  the  latest  survey  showi 
that  these  had  been  reduced  to  31. 

The  House  Management  Committee  of  the  Town  Council  have  agre 
that  20  decanted  houses  be  set  aside  for  rehousing  tenants  at  prese 
residing  in  Meal  Vennel. 

The  following  photographs  give  a very  good  indication  of  the  co 
ditions  existing  in  the  area : — 
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View  of  Meal  Vennel  from  top  flat  balcony  in  Scott  Street,  showing  congested  nature  of  area;  playground  of  Central 

District  School  in  foreground. 


Rear  of  properties  in  Meal  Venncl,  showing  weather-worn  stone  work  of  walls,  del 

condition  of  roof,  windows,  etc. 
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PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES. 


During  the  past  year  new  houses  were  provided  as  follows  : — 


Duses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  : — 

3 apts.  . . i house. 

4 apts.  . . 6 houses. 

5 apts.  ..  4 „ 

Total,  n houses. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  i Finnish  House  of  4 apts.  and  2 Finnish  Houses 
• 5 apts  were  completed  for  the  North  of  Scotland  Hydro-Electric  Board. 

rivate  Houses  under  construction  during  1951  : — 


3 apts. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

6 apts. 

7 apts. 


2 houses 
21  „ 


Total,  32  houses. 


There  are  also  six  houses,  each  of  6 apts.,  being  erected  by  the  Territorial 
U Auxiliary  Forces  Association  at  Burghmuir  Road. 

Fourteen  2 apt.  houses  have  been  completed  at  Bowerswell  for  ageing  persons 
ki  six  were  still  under  construction. 


orporation  Houses  completed  during  1951. 


Letham  Housing  Development — 

3 apt- 

4 apt. 

Totals. 

Atholl  . 

60 

64 

124 

Traditional 

41 

49 

90 

Totals 

IOI 

113 

214  214  houses. 

srporation  Houses 

under  construction  at  the 

end  of  1951  : — 

Letham  Housing  Development — 

3 apt. 

4 apt. 

Totals. 

Blackburn 

20 

30 

50 

Atholl  . 

88 

2 

90 

Traditional 

107 

141 

248 

Totals 

. 215 

173 

388  388  houses. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  at  the  end  of  1950  there  were  354  Corporation 
uses  under  construction,  the  total  number  completed  during  last  year, 
14,  can  only  be  described  as  most  disappointing,  especially  since  only  90 
these  were  of  traditional  construction,  compared  with  a total  of  220 
iditional  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1950. 

There  have  been  many  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  supply  of 
■xmr  and  materials,  and  we  can  only  hope  that  with  388  houses  under 
instruction  at  the  end  of  1951,  the  results  for  the  current  year  will  be 
uch  more  heartening. 


“ POINTS  ” SYSTEM. 

Whilst  the  main  pointage  of  housing  applications  is  now  undertaken 
the  Housing  Visitor  attached  to  the  City  Factor’s  Department,  all 
lestions  of  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  of  applicants  are  referred 
:this  Department.  During  the  year  366  visits  of  inspection  were  made  in 
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connection  with  unfitness  points  and  the  results  notified  to  the  Ci 
Factor  along  with  the  awards  of  medical  points  by  the  Medical  Officer 
Health  in  health  cases. 

DISINFESTATION  OF  BUG-INFESTED  FURNITURE  AND 

BEDDING. 

During  the  year  896  houses  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  b< 
bugs  prior  to  removal  of  tenants  to  Corporation  houses.  In  15  cas 
evidence  of  bugs  was  found,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  di 
infestation  of  the  furniture  by  cyanide  gas  and  the  bedding  by  steal 
before  delivery  of  the  furniture  and  bedding  to  the  Corporation  house 


OVERCROWDING. 

In  the  allocation  of  Corporation  houses  by  the  operation  of  the  poin 
system,  cases  of  overcrowding  figure  to  the  extent  of  over  50  per  cent  of  t! 
allocations. 

During  the  past  year  243  cases  were  re-housed,  140  being  tenan 
of  houses  and  103  occupying  sub-let  rooms,  out  of  a total  allocation 
420  houses. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  2,758  families  had  been  accommodated 
temporary,  permanent,  decanted  and  requisitioned  houses  during  tl 
post-war  housing  efforts. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 


During  the  year  319  nuisances  were  discovered  or  complained  of,  ar 
48  intimations  under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland'  Ac 
1897,  were  served. 

Three  notices  under  Section  20  of  the  Act  were  also  served  whe 
no  action  had  been  taken  to  abate  nuisances  following  the  intimation 
Six  hundred  and  ninety-seven  visits  of  inspection  and  enquiry  we: 
made. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  nuisances  dealt  \\ 
Choked  or  defective  drains 
Choked  or  defective  traps 
Choked  or  defective  gullies 
Choked  or  defective  rainwater  conductors 
Choked  or  defective  waste-pipes 
Choked  or  defective  sinks 
Choked  or  defective  rhones 
Burst  pipes 

Choked  or  defective  W.C.s 
Defective  roofs 
Dampness  in  houses 
Defective  ceilings  and  wall  plaster 
Defective  floors  and  woodwork 
Smoke  nuisances 
Offensive  smells 
Accumulations 
Verminous  houses 
Dirty  houses  . 


ith  : — 
18 
6 
8 

4 
6 

5 

6 

3 
7 

27 

39 

17 

18 
22 

19 
10 
13 

5 
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Insect  nuisances  ........  20 

Defective  vents  and  firegrates  .....  10 

Alleged  contaminated  water  supplies  ....  2 

Pigeon  and  poultry  nuisances  ......  2 

Defective  and  dangerous  stairs  ......  2 

Defective  windows  ........  8 


Dangerous  buildings 
Defective  chimneyhead 
Defective  walls 
Woodworm  nuisance 


Domestic  animal  nuisance  ......  6 

Dirty  air  raid  shelter  .......  1 

Failing  to  clean  passages,  stairs  and  W.C.  apts.  . . 6 

Failing  to  clean  courts,  etc.  ......  2 

Throwing  rubbish  from  windows  .....  3 

Nuisance  from  shaking  carpets  .....  3 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . .11 
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SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

During  the  year  the  following  improvements  in  the  sanitary  ac- 
>ommodation  of  houses  were  carried  out : — 

8-64  Glover  Street.  Fourteen  W.C.s  were  provided  for  individual 
:ouses.  In  2 cases  W.C.s  were  provided  within  the  houses,  and  in  12 
ithers  W.C.s  were  provided  in  apartments  at  entrance  lobbies  or  off 
•ommon  passages.  Two  wash-houses  were  also  provided. 

Previously  there  were  7 W.C.s  situated  in  apartments  in  rear  of  the 
'roperty  for  the  use  of  14  tenants. 

oil  House,  Dundee  Road.  A W.C.  was  provided  in  an  apartment 
: ithin  the  house  and  drains  laid  to  septic  tank  in  place  of  existing  chemical 
loset. 

14  Victoria  Street.  Bathroom  provided  within  the  house. 

3 Priory  Place.  W.C.  provided  in  converted  coal  cellar  in  rear. 

4 Canal  Street.  Bathroom  provided  within  the  house. 

4 Atholl  Street.  Bathroom  provided  within  the  house. 

^ James  Street.  W.C.  provided  in  apartment  within  the  house. 

8 Kinnoull  Street.  Bathroom  provided  within  the  house. 

3 Glover  Street.  Bathroom,  kitchenette  and  larder  provided  within 
the  house. 

2 George  Street.  Bathroom  provided  within  the  house. 

27  Crieff  Road.  Wash-down  W.C.  provided  in  apartment  in  rear  in 
place  of  chemical  closet. 

t Market  Street.  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided  within  the  house. 

A total  of  18  new  W.C.  apartments,  7 bathrooms,  2 kitchenettes  and 
wash-houses  were  provided. 

PAINTING  OF  COMMON  STAIRS  AND  PASSAGES. 

During  the  year  195  notices  were  issued  under  the  Burgh  Police 
Scotland)  Act,  1892,  Section  117,  in  respect  of  144  stairs  and  passages, 
ad  in  87  cases  painting  had  been  completed. 
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CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING. 

The  refuse  is  collected  three  times  a week  from  premises  in  the  cent 
of  the  City  along  with  certain  other  populated  areas,  including  Corporate 
Housing  Schemes,  and  twice  a week  from  those  in  the  outlying  distric 

The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  the  Separation  and  Destruction  Plant  ; 
Friarton,  where  all  salvage  is  removed  from  it.  The  remainder  is  bur| 
and  the  dust  and  clinker  taken  to  old  Newhouse  Quarry. 

As  regards  street  sweeping,  there  are  26  beats  in  the  City  with; 
sweeper  on  each. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  4 Offensive  Trades  registered  within  the  City  : — 
Slaughterhouse  . . . . 1 

Tallow  Melting  Works  . . 1 

Manure  Manufacturers  . . 2 

These  were  all  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  sanitary  accommodation 
Northern  and  Southern  District  Schools  has  again  been  brought  to  tl 
notice  of  the  Education  Authority  who  stated  that  the  conveniences 
these  two  schools  will  be  considered  when  the  estimates  for  1952-' 
are  prepared. 

In  the  meantime,  following  specific  complaints  by  parents  regardii 
the  condition  of  the  water-closets  at  Southern  District  School,  measur 
were  taken  to  remove  the  discoloration  on  the  enamel  surfaces  of  tl 
closets. 

Balhousie  School  was  reconstructed  during  the  year  and  is  now  use 
as  an  annexe  for  St.  John’s  R.C.  Primary  Department.  The  work  earns 
out  included  the  provision  of  9 W.C.  apartments  and  9 new  wash-har 
basins  for  the  use  of  the  girls  situated  within  the  school;  6 new  wash-har 
basins  for  the  use  of  boys;  new  cloakrooms;  1 W.C.  and  1 wash-har 
basin  for  the  use  of  female  staff;  and  1 W.C.  and  1 wash-hand  basin  f( 
the  male  staff. 

An  interesting  feature  is  the  placing  of  flushing  cisterns  and  pipir 
in  a separate  passage  behind  the  girls’  W.C.s  so  that  there  can  be  no  inte: 
fercnce  with  the  flushing  system  by  pupils.  Hot  water  is  supplied  to  tl 
wash-hand  basins  from  Ascot  gas  heaters.  The  classrooms  are  heate 
by  wall  panel  gas  heaters,  and  the  dining-hall  by  overhead  gas  heater 
The  kitchen  was  provided  with  two  sinks,  one  with  steam  laid  on  fc 
sterilising  dishes,  etc.  The  whole  school  was  completely  re-decorate 
and  the  playgrounds  re-surfaced  with  tarmacadam,  The  Educatio 
Authority  Works  Department  can  be  congratulated  on  the  successft 
results  which  have  been  achieved  in  the  modernisation  of  this  school. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  239  mechanical  and  35  non-mechanid 
factories  on  the  Register,  as  detailed  in  the  following  tables  : — 


FACTORIES. 


Non-Mechanical. 


Bakers  .....  3 

Cycle  Repairers  ...  2 

Dressmakers  ....  6 

Electricians  . . . . 1 

Golf  Club  Repairers  . . 1 

Ham  Curers  . . . . 1 

Jewellery  Repairers  1 

Joiners  .....  3 

Paint  Mixers  1 


Masons  .... 

Picture  Framers 

Plumbers 

Saddlers  .... 

Tailors  . . . . | 

Tinsmiths  .... 

Upholsterers  . . . .1 

Wireless  Repairers  . . . ^ 

3 


FACTORIES. 


Mechanical. 


Aerated  Water  and  Beer  Bottlers 

4 

Laundries 

Asphalt  Makers 

2 

Linen  Weavers 

Bakers 

21 

Loco.  & Wagon  Repairers 

Blacksmiths 

2 

Manure  Manufacturers  . 

Bookbinders 

2 

Meal  Grinders 

Boot  Repairers 

7 

Milk  Pasteurisers  . 

Brass  Finishers 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairers 

Brush  Makers  . 

1 

Oilcake  Crushers  . 

Brewers  . 

1 

Oat  Clippers  . 

Bee  Appliance  Makers 

1 

Opticians 

Cabinet  Makers 

4 

Provender  Mills 

Coach  Builders 

3 

Plumbers 

Coach  Painters 

1 

Photographers 

Cutlery  Repairers 

1 

Printers 

Cycle  Repairers 

3 

Rag  Sorters  . 

Concrete  Pole  Makers 

1 

Rat  Poison  Makers. 

Cylinder  Repairers  . 

1 

Sack  Repairers 

Dressmakers 

4 

Sand  Screeners 

Dyers 

2 

Sausage  Manufacturers  . 

Egg  Grading  . 

1 

Sawmillers 

Electrical  Engineers  . 

5 

Sculptors 

Electricity  Generators 

2 

Stone  Crushers 

Engineers 

7 

Sweet  Manufacturers 

Firewood  Cutters 

1 

Sheet  Metal  Workers 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers 

2 

Saw  Repairers 

Flour  Millers  . 

1 

Tailors  .... 

Gas  Manufacturers  . 

2 

Tallow  Makers 

Glass  Blowers  . 

3 

Tile  Slabbers 

Ham  Curers  . 

1 

Tinsmiths 

Ice  Cream  Merchants 

1 

Tractor  Repairers  . 

Ice  Makers 

1 

Tripe  Cleaners 

Iron  Founders. 

1 

Typewriter  Repairers 

Ironmongery  Repairers 

1 

Whisky  Blenders 

Joiners  . 

17 

Wire  Workers 

Jute  Spinners  . 

1 

Wood  Tinners 

Jewellers 

7 

Weighing  Machine  Repairers  . 

239 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

During  the  year  2 new  W.C.  apartments  were  provided  within  shops, 
id  one  new  intervening  ventilated  space  was  provided  between  a W.C. 
aartment  and  a back  shop  which  was  converted  for  use  as  a cafe. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSE. 

The  Model  Lodging-House  at  14-36  Skinnergate  continues  to  be 
fiintained  at  a high  standard  of  cleanliness,  and  no  cause  for  complaint 
ns  found. 


HOUSE  LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

The  rooms  at  Princes  Street  Hostel  were  kept  in  a satisfactory  con- 
:tion  although  occupied  to  full  capacity. 

TENTS  AND  VANS. 

The  caravans  at  the  Showground  on  the  South  Inch  during  the  periods 

the  fairs  were  found  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

Only  two  other  caravans  were  kept  on  sites  within  the  City,  In  one 
sse  the  site  at  the  Shore  was  unsatisfactory  and  the  owner  was  advised 

remove  to  another  site. 

ACCOMMODATION  OF  SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Shore  for  potato  workers  was  inspected, 
ad  action  taken  for  the  cleaning  of  the  premises  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

BURIALS. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  Depart- 
ment made  arrangements  for  the  burials  of  bodies  of  3 adults  and  2 
iildren  who  had  died,  or  been  found  dead  in  the  City,  and  where  no  other 
itable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  bodies  had  been  made. 

CITY  MORTUARY. 

The  City  Mortuary,  Speygate,  continues  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory 
'ndition  under  the  control  of  this  Department. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

The  three  burial  grounds  within  the  burgh  are  kept  in  a satisfactory 
'ndition  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Parks  and 
imeteries. 


PIGGERIES. 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  piggeries  within  the  burgh.  At  two 
the  premises  conditions  were  found  to  be  most  unsatisfactory  owing 
the  nature  of  the  erections  in  which  the  pigs  were  housed,  and  lack  of 
:°per  drainage.  In  one  case  the  occupier  was  requested  to  discontinue 
me  keeping  of  pigs,  and  in  the  other  alterations  were  carried  out  to  render 
me  premises  more  satisfactory. 
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RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS. 

No  applications  for  certificates  in  terms  of  the  Rent  and  Mortga 
(Restrictions)  Acts  were  received  during  the  year. 

Whilst  certain  representations  have  been  made  to  have  the  questii 
of  the  effect  of  rent  restrictions  on  the  repair  of  houses  reviewed,  the 
has  so  far  been  no  indication  that  any  definite  action  is  to  be  taken  in  ti 
vexed  question,  but  it  is  one  which  calls  for  early  consideration  by  f 
responsible  authorities. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

During  the  year  188  complaints  were  received,  and  528  visits 
inspection  were  carried  out  when  advice  and  assistance  were  given  j 
occupiers  of  infested  premises. 

Seven  hundred  and  forty  rats  and  679  mice  were  destroyed ; th, 
includes  331  rats  and  472  mice  at  business  premises,  41  rats  and  20-  mic 
at  dwelling  house  property,  150  rats  at  Tulloch  dump,  and  218  ra' 
destroyed  at  Friarton  Refuse  Disposal  Works  by  the  Trapper  employe 
there  by  the  Cleansing  Department. 

The  services  of  the  rodent  destruction  operator  employed  in  th 
Department  are  made  readily  and  quickly  available  to  the  owners  c 
occupiers  of  infested  premises,  and  in  the  case  of  certain  institutions  an 
business  premises,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  regular  period: 
visits  by  the  operator  so  that  infestations  may  be  kept  under  control. 

The  recent  provision  of  a motor  van  for  the  use  of  the  Departmer 
in  this  and  other  work  has  enabled  the  services  to  be  carried  out  much  mor 
expeditiously  and  efficiently. 

The  sum  of  £41  15s.  was  recovered  as  costs  of  treatment  of  busines 
premises  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  figures  are  given  by  the  Water  Engineer  in  connectioi 
with  the  water  supply  to  the  city  : — 

The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  (including  the  quantity  supplie< 
in  bulk  to  the  County)  for  the  year  ending  31st" December,  1951,  wa 
1,083,141,000  gallons.  Of  this  quantity  352,899,000  gallons  were  s~upplie< 
by  meter  (including  County  supply)  and  an  estimated  quantity  of  36,ooo,co< 
gallons  was  supplied  for  unmetered  non-domestic  purposes. 

The  domestic  consumption  in  the  Burgh  was  46.15  gallons  per  heai 
per  day. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  following  new  sewers  were  laid  at  Lctham  Housing  Developmen 
during  1951  : — 

2nd  Development. 

24"  diameter — 220  fin.  yds 
12"  „ — 137  „ „ 

9"  „ —1815  „ „ 
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Development. 


15"  diameter — 150  lin.  yds. 

I2"  » — 305  „ „ 

__  _ „ . 9"  „ — 188  „ „ 

IThe  following  surface  water  drains  were  also  laid  : — 

Development. 

36"  diameter — 200  lin.  yds. 

53  138  35  >3 

12  „ 160  ,,  ,, 

„ , 9"  „ —1370  „ „ 

Development. 

12"  diameter — 215  lin.  yds. 

9 33  240  „ ,, 

6 33  42  „ „ 

[The  drains  oi  all  new  houses  and  other  premises  were  subjected  to 
smoke  test  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES. 

Wherever  considered  necessary  visits  of  enquiry  are  made  by  the 
irict  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  houses  in  which  cases  of  infectious 
ase  have  occurred,  and  particulars  of  patients  and  contacts  obtained. 
During  the  year  191  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  and  125  notices  were 
to  headmasters  of  schools  regarding  exclusion  periods  of  patients 
contacts. 


TUBERCULOSIS  DISINFECTION. 

Whilst  no  special  disinfection  of  houses  is  normally  carried  out  by  this 
artment  in  connection  with  ordinary  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
iial  attention  is  given  to  Tuberculosis.  Following  the  removal  of 
terculosis  patients  to  hospital,  or  deaths  from  this  disease  at  home, 
ngements  are  made  for  the  disinfection  of  the  houses  by  spraying  with 
uol  and  the  removal  of  all  infected  bedding  for  disinfection  by  steam 
destruction  by  incineration. 

During  the  year  37  houses  were  disinfected  ; 22  sets  of  bedding  were 
ifected  and  6 sets  of  bedding  destroyed. 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

K Supply.  All  byres,  creameries  and  retail  premises  were  inspected 
Harly  and  very  little  cause  for  complaint  was  found,  the  terms  of  the 
■’us  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations  being,  on  the  whole,  complied 
as  far  as  possible. 

•it  the  City  of  Perth  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  Creamery,  Feus 
H,  a new  plate  type  chilled  water  cooler  and  a stainless  steel  balance 
were  installed. 

"y  Bye-laws.  No  serious  contraventions  of  the  Bye-laws  were  found 
^he  methods  of  milking  and  handling  were  quite  satisfactory. 
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As  requested  by  the  Department  of  Health,  the  following  partial 
are  given  : — 

(a)  The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ..... 

(b)  The  number  of  producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do  not  sell  milk 

by  retail  (one  of  whom  sells  only  a very  small  quantity  in  the 
neighbourhood)  ......... 

(c)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises 

( d ) The  number  of  dairies  exempted  from  registration  . . .1 

(e)  The  approximate  number  of  cows  in  premises  exempted  from 

registration  ......... 

There  are  only  two  producers  in  the  City,  one  of  whom  holds  a lice:: 
for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

A recent  census  of  the  milk  supplies  in  the  City'  showed  the  quantiti 
and  percentages  of  graded  and  ordinary  milk  sold  daily  as  : — 

Gallons.  % 


Pasteurised 

2,722 

70.9 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

683 

17.8 

Certified  . 

342 

8.9 

Tuberculin  Tested 

40 

1. 1 

Ordinary  . 

50 

i-3 

3,837  100.0 

There  are  three  creameries  within  the  Burgh  where  pasteurisation 
milk  is  carried  out.  One  produces  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk  only.  1 
other  two  have  separate  plants  for  the  production  of  ordinary  Pasteuri 
Milk  and  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk.  At  one  of  these  creameries  the  T 
(Pasteurised)  Milk  plant,  capable  of  processing  150  gallons  per  ho 
was  only  put  into  operation  in  mid-August. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  average  daily  production  of  the  combii 
plants  was  as  follows  : — 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . 3,975  gallons. 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk  . . 1,035  „ 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  just  over  80  per  cent  of  the  milk  supp' 
coming  in  to  the  pasteurisation  plants  comes  from  Tuberculin  Tes 
herds. 

Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  Testing  is  carried  out  at  the  two  lar 
creameries  in  the  Burgh.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  arrangements  1 
been  made  for  the  regular  testing  of  milk  supplies  to  the  smallest  crearm 
which  is  supplied  by  8 producers  daily.  The  largest  creamery'  was  with' 
a milk  tester  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  due  to  staffing  probler 

During  the  year  98  samples  at  these  dairies  failed  to  pass  the  1st  wee 
Resazurin  test,  14  failed  the  2nd  weekly  test,  while  3 failed  the  3rd  wee 
test.  Only  16  gallons  of  milk  were  rejected  at  the  receiving  platform. 

Whilst  it  is  understood  that  certain  preliminary  steps  have  been  taV 
in  the  matter,  the  City  has  not  yet  been  declared  a specified  area  witl 
which  the  sale  to  the  public  of  non-designated  milk  will  be  prohibit 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  the  bacteriologist’s  reports  on  the  examination  of  graded 
milk  : — 

EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  SAMPLES. 


Coliform 

Unsatis- 

factory 

1 M m w I | 

Satisfactory 

(N  0 Tf  M I"" 

VO  <N 

Methylene  Blue 

Unsatis- 

factory 

III  II  1 

1 

Satisfactory 

52 

61 

24 

5 

1 

7 

O 

vn 

Phosphatase 

Unsatis- 

factory 

2 

2 

Satisfactory 

& S 1 II 

VO 

Bacterial  Count 

Unsatis- 

factory 

1 1 ~ II  1 

- 

Satisfactory 

n *-1  m m r- 

VO  N 

On 

C/2 

JV 

T 
c /. 

« 

PI  Tj*  V'N  *-• 

\0  M 

O 

U~) 

Pasteurised 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

Certified  (County)  . 

Tuberculin-Tested  : 
City  Producer 

County  Producer  . 

School  Milk — 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  . 

Total 

7i 


School  Milk.  It  is  especially  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  results  o; 
samples  of  school  milk  were  satisfactory. 

Testing  of  Non-Designated  Milk.  In  accordance  with  the  Departn 
of  Health  Circular  No.  17-1947,  the  following  table  shows  the  result 
the  testing  of  non-designated  milk.  All  samples  were  submitted  to  the  p 
count  and  coliform  tests  in  addition  to  the  methylene  blue  (Hiscox)  test 


Samples 

Bacteria 

Count 

Methylene  Blue 

Coliform 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsa 

facto 

Raw  Milk. 

City 

Producer 

3 

3 

2 

I 

3 

County 

Producer 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

ICE  CREAM. 

The  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  f 
are  being  compiled  with  very  satisfactorily  by  the  manufacturers 
dealers  in  the  City. 

During  the  year  registrations  were  granted  in  respect  of  1 premises 
1 vehicle.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  13  premises  had  1 
registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream,  anc 
premises  and  4 vehicles  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

All  registered  premises  were  inspected  regularly,  and  where  necess 
traders  were  advised  regarding  measures  to  be  taken  to  comply  with 
Regulations. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the 
for  chemical  examination  : — 


No.  of 
Sample. 

Fat 

per  cent. 

No.  of 
Sample. 

Fat 

per  cent. 

35 

6.84 

76 

9-51 

36 

9.08 

77 

5-03 

37 

3-71 

78 

6.35 

38 

3-49 

79 

8.66 

39 

6.08 

80 

3-56 

45 

3-24 

81 

5-45 

46 

3-4r 

90 

8.07 

47 

5.22 

91 

9.10 

48 

6.56 

92 

5.08 

49 

17-36 

93 

5-29 

57 

7.88 

94 

8.93 

58 

6.43 

95 

8.52 

59 

6.14 

96 

2.68 

60 

5-95 

97 

2.74 

98 

6.98 
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'The  average  fat  content  was  6.46  per  cent. 

]I  received  special  instructions  from  the  Health  Committee  to  make 
quiries  and  obtain  samples  from  vans  coming  from  areas  outwith  the 
Isv  and  from  which  Ice  Cream  was  being  sold  within  the  City. 

IT  found  that  there  were  some  seven  vans  from  the  Lochgelly  area 
m which  Ice  Cream  was  being  retailed  more  or  less  daily  within  the 
|y.  Samples  which  were  obtained  from  the  vans  belonging  to  the  various 
ilers  concerned  were  found  on  bacteriological  examination  to  be  fairly 
esfactory,  but  one  of  the  samples  was  found  to  contain  only  2.68  per 
It  of  fat.  According  to  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1951, 
thould  have  contained  not  less  than  5 per  cent  of  fat. 

KOn  communicating  with  the  District  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
~hgelly  area  of  Fife  County,  information  was  received  that  the  person 
co  sold  this  particular  sample  was  using  a vehicle  for  the  storage  and 
p of  Ice  Cream  without  being  registered  in  respect  of  the  vehicle. 

* Complaint  regarding  these  contraventions  was  lodged  with  the 
•curator  Fiscal  and  the  case  came  before  the  Sheriff  Court  when  a plea 
guilty  was  tendered.  The  Sheriff  imposed  a fine  of£i  with  the  alternative 
*en  days’  imprisonment  on  the  offence  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland) 
emulations.  1948,  and  a fine  of  £7  with  the  alternative  of  sixty  days’ 
lorisonment  on  the  offence  under  the  Food  Standards  (General  Pro- 
sons)  Order,  1944. 

Recent  experience  has  only  confirmed  the  views  which  I expressed 
my  Annual  Report  for  1949,  that  the  Regulations  should  be  amended 
cprovide  for  registration  of  vehicles  in  the  areas  where  Ice  Cream  is 
aually  sold.  I found  that  the  vehicles  coming  from  the  Lochgelly  area 
IFife  County,  although  they  may  be  registered  in  that  area,  are  not 
:d  to  any  extent,  if  any,  within  that  area,  as  the  sales  are  made  daily 
thin  the  City  and  also  in  other  areas. 

‘The  Town  Council  agreed  to  make  representation  to  the  Department 
iHealth  on  this  matter,  but  the  Department  replied  that  it  would  be 
Practicable  to  require  supplementary  registration  in  this  way,  although 
Sy  appreciated  the  advantages  of  supplementary  registration.  The  Town 
uncil  have  noted  the  position  and  instructed  the  Town  Clerk  to  take 

matter  up  in  the  appropriate  Local  Authority  Associations. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  since  the  introduction  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Scot- 
:d)  Regulations,  1948,  the  trade  has  made  remarkable  progress  in  the 
eduction  of  a safe  food. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  actual  manufacturers  has  made 
servision  and  control  of  this  side  of  the  trade  more  effective,  but,  in 

opinion,  it  is  at  the  sales  point  that  Ice  Cream  is  most  liable  to  con- 
-lination,  and  control  more  difficult,  owing  to  the  personal  element 
Jng  the  most  important  factor.  This  is  something  which  mere  statutory 
emulations  cannot  adequately  cover,  and  where  education  and  guidance 

necessary  if  all  the  benefits  of  heat-treatment  in  manufacture  are  not 
:be  undone  and  nullified  by  careless  handling. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  ye; 
for  bacteriological  examination  : — 


No.  of 
Sample 

Plate 

Count 

Coliform 

No.  of 
Sample 

Plate 

Count 

Coliform 

I 

9,5°° 

Absent 

17 

1,000 

Absent 

2 

129,000 

55 

18 

20,000 

Present 

3 

10,000 

55 

19 

400,000 

55 

4 

8,000 

55 

20 

Sample  Retaken 

5 

104,000 

55 

21 

861,000 

55 

6 

9,000 

55 

22 

5,5°° 

Absent 

7 

512,000 

55 

23 

588,000 

55 

8 

63,000 

55 

24 

3,000 

55 

9 

9,000 

55 

25 

22,000 

55 

IO 

2,000 

55 

26 

7,000 

55 

II 

Sterile 

27 

502,000 

55 

12 

6,000 

55 

28 

27,000 

55 

13 

361,000 

Present 

29 

9,000 

55 

14 

Sterile 

30 

1,000 

55 

15 

2,000 

Absent 

31 

6,000 

55 

16 

253,000 

55 

32 

257,000 

55 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 
Meat.  The  following  table,  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of  t] 
Abattoir,  gives  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abattc 
and  the  quantity  of  meat  condemned  there  during  the  year  : — 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animt 

lls 

Weight  (in  lbs 
of  Condemns 
Meat  Offals 
lbs.  lbs. 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle 

5)364 

63 

66 

32,992 'j 

Sheep 

21,945 

45 

66 

2,23I 2  >28,08 

Pigs 

1,403 

10 

3° 

1,447  | 

Calves 

1,258 

8 

5 

343  J 

I accompanied  Dr.  Keddie  of  the  Department  of  Health  on  a rece 
inspection  of  the  Abattoir,  and  a report  has  since  been  received  from  t 
Department  in  which  the  Local  Authority  were  complimented  on  t 
success  of  their  efforts  to  maintain  the  Abattoir  in  a clean  and  tidy  co 
dition. 

The  Department  have  called  special  attention  to  the  question 
providing  an  alternative  method  of  dealing  with  sheep  heads  at  t 
Abattoir.  At  present  the  sheep  are  decapitated  and  the  heads  are  kept  < 
wooden  duckboards  placed  on  the  ground  near  the  entrance  to  the  coolii 
hall.  The  duckboards  were  found  to  be  saturated  with  blood.  It  mig 
be  possible  to  have  the  duckboards  replaced  by  a system  of  metal  trolle 
with  draining  bowls,  and  this  question  has  been  taken  up  with  the  Who! 
sale  Meat  Supply  Association. 
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-her  Foods.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  unsound  foodstuffs 
ldemned  and  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the 


tt  year  : — 


:22  lbs.  Pigs’  Maws. 

f) i lbs.  Ox  and  Cattle  Gut. 

□3  lbs.  Ox  Runners. 

©6  lbs.  Tripe. 

D3  lbs.  (213  tins)  Cooked  Ham. 
357  tins  Meat. 

559  tins  Soup. 

335  tins  Vegetables. 

55  tins  Evaporated  xMilk. 

B8  tins  Condensed  Milk. 

Z)2  tins  Jam. 

334  tins  Fruit. 

§5  jars  Fruit, 
ti 2 lbs.  Fruit. 

778  tins  Fish. 

3A  stone  Cod  Fillets. 

1 Salmon  (16  lbs.) 

224  tins  Fruit  Juice. 

339  tins  Spaghetti. 


44  tins  Pudding. 

84  tins  Tomatoes. 

26  tins  Tomato  Juice. 

3 Table  Jellies. 

420  pkts.  Cheese. 

12  doz.  bottles  Sauce. 

35  bars  Nougat. 

1 17  bars  Chocolate. 

4 lbs.  Boilings. 

28  bottles  Vinegar. 

3 tins  Mincemeat. 

10  tins  Rhubarb. 

8 lbs.  Biscuits. 

2 jars  Fish  Paste. 

2 jars  Hors  d’Oeuvres. 

5 Fish  Cakes. 

1 tin  and  31 J lbs.  Butter. 
26J  lbs.  Cooking  Fat. 

7i  cwts.  Sugar. 


I would  call  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  during  the  year  a total 
£2,703  lbs.  (213  tins)  of  imported  Cooked  Ham  have  been  found  to  be 
St  for  human  consumption.  As  the  average  retail  price  was  10s.  per  lb. 
ss  represents  a loss  of  £1,351  10s.  I understand  that  similar  large 
mdemnations  have  taken  place  throughout  the  country,  and  the  waste 
yolved  is  deplorable  in  these  difficult  times. 

Various  reasons  for  the  spoilage  have  been  put  forward  including  : — 


(a)  Undercooking. 


(b)  Tin  plate  of  too  thin  a guage  or  the  plate  poorly  tinned. 


(c)  Mild  curing. 

(. d ) Nail  holes. 

It  is  understood  that  canners  can  insure  against  losses  sustained  by 
tidemnations,  the  cost  of  the  premium  being  added  to  the  price  of  the 
eds. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  permit  the  importation  of  these  hams  only  if 
Med  and  canned.  It  has  been  suggested  that  frozen  or  cured  pork 
wuld  be  allowed  to  be  imported  in  the  raw  state  and  cooked  and  distri- 
cted in  the  pre-war  manner.  This  would  eliminate  the  use  of  many 
fcis  of  tin-plate  which  is  both  scarce  and  expensive,  and  perhaps  enable 
p hams  to  be  retailed  to  the  public  at  a price  within  the  means  of  a much 
|?ger  section  of  the  community. 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Systematic  inspection  continues  to  be  made  of  premises  where  food- 
tffs  are  manufactured,  stored  or  sold,  regarding  their  general  hygienic 
ndition.  Steps  are  taken  for  the  improvement  of  sanitary  accommodation, 
Ishing  facilities,  cleaning  of  floors  and  re-painting  of  walls  and  ceilings. 


Special  attention  has  been  given  to  catering  establishments,  and  tl 
survey  commenced  in  1950  has  been  continued  during  the  past  year 
anticipation  of  the  adoption  of  at  least  some  of  the  recommendatio: 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Catering  Trade  Working  Party.  Evi 
without  statutory  provisions  it  has  been  possible  to  effect  some  defini 
improvements. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department  I have  h: 
the  opportunity  of  examining  and  discussing  pians  of  proposed  alteration 
and  new  works  prior  to  the  granting  of  minor  warrants  or  submission 
the  Dean  of  Guild  Court.  By  this  means  steps  can  be  taken  to  ensu 
not  only  that  present  statutory  requirements  are  met,  but  that  reasonat 
standards  in  connection  with  hygiene  of  food  premises  are  achieved. 

It  is  much  more  satisfactory  to  deal  with  these  matters  at  the  plannii 
stage  than  to  ask  for  alterations  when  the  work  is  in  progress  or  after 
is  completed.  I think  this  view  meets  with  general  appreciation  ai 
approval  of  the  owners  and  architects  concerned. 

Our  efforts  in  connection  with  Food  Hygiene  cannot  be  concentrati 
entirely  on  premises  and  structural  improvements.  The  personal  eieme 
is  of  primary  importance,  and  whilst  lectures,  film  shows,  clean  fix 
guilds  and  other  methods  of  education  are  helpful,  actual  visits  to  fix 
premises  by  the  inspectors  and  discussion  and  advice  on  the  spot  are 
more  lasting  value. 

One  sometimes  feels  that  in  the  propaganda  connected  with  fix 
hygiene,  perhaps  too  much  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  dangers 
food  poisoning  and  bacteria.  Too  much  of  this  kind  of  talk  is  apt  to  sea 
the  public.  We  should  try  to  educate  not  by  fear  but  rather  by  exampl 
The  more  progressive  traders  and  food  handlers  will  soon  lead  the  wa 
and  others  will  not  be  able  to  afford  to  lag  behind  for  very  long. 

Good  hygiene  is  good  business.  Let  us  stress  the  positive  aesthei 
value  of  food  hygiene  measures  and  good  health  rather  than  the  negati 
effects  which  may  or  may  not  arise  from  bad  handling  and  lurking  bactei 
and  disease. 

In  connection  with  the  recent  suggested  notice  for  display  in  fix 
shops,  which  reads,  “ DOGS  ” — “ In  the  interests  of  hygiene  you  a 
requested  NOT  to  bring  your  dog  into  these  premises.”  It  is  report* 
that  a certain  cynic  with  a peculiar  sense  of  humour  was  heard  to  remark 
“ I never  thought  our  shops  were  as  bad  as  all  that  1 ” 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUG  ACTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  tl 
above  Acts  : — 


76 


Article. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine. 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

”.T.  Pasteurised 
■Milk  . 

IO 

10 

sasteurised  Milk 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— 

7 

'weet  Milk 

2 

6 

— 

— 

2 

6 

..ertified  Alilk 

— 

13 

(i  broken  in  transit)  — 

14 

”T.  Milk 

I 

8 

— 

— 

I 

8 

sweetened  Fat 
Compound 

__ 

I 





— 

I 

radian  Curry  Powder 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

"omato  Ketchup 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

"able  Jelly 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

CZhite  Pepper 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

i 

■otato  Crisps 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

-uncheon  Meat 

— 

2 

— 

I 

— 

3 

'•eas 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

oup 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Ihutney 

— 

— 

(i  broken  in  transit)  — 

I 

Tish  Paste 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

ingle  Cream 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Double  Cream 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

«ce  Cream 

8 

14 

I 

6 

9 

20 

*7hite  Tablets  found 
in  Sugar 



I 



— 

— 

I 

«ce  Lollie 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

<ce  Cream  Mix 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Milk  Powder 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Dough  Rings  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

nausages 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Butter  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Margarine 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Cooking  Fat  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Stoned  Dates 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Cake  Mixture 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Mixed  Peel 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

"owdered  Gelatine  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Glace  Cherries 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

-emon  Cheese 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Gouda  Cheese 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Black  Pudding 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

“hensic  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Malt  Vinegar  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Slicing  Sausage 

— 

2 

— 

I 

— 

3 

Dripping 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

"ure  Coffee  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Arrowroot 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Gustard  Powder 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Royal  Baking  Powder 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Whisky 

4 

I 

— 

— 

4 

I 

Total  . 

15 

97 

I 

ii 

16 

no 

(2  broken  in  transit) 
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Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  prosecution  in  connecti 
with  the  formal  non-genuine  sample  of  Ice  Cream  under  the  earl 
section  of  the  report  dealing  with  Ice  Cream. 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

Premises  of  listed  sellers  of  poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  Poisq 
List  were  visited,  and  advice  given  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  k 
and  Rules. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

Three  samples  of  Fertilisers  were  taken  as  official  sampler  at  t 
request  of  the  purchasers  after  delivery  of  the  articles  under  Section 
of  the  Act. 

In  connection  with  two  samples  of  Ground  Limestone,  there  were  fou 
to  be  deficiencies  of  6.9  and  8.5  per  cent  of  Limestone  passing  throuj 
the  B.S.  Sieve  No.  100,  and  the  deficiency  was  outwith  the  limits 
variation  as  laid  down  in  the  Regulations  and  was  to  the  prejudice  of  t 
purchaser. 

I submitted  a report  on  this  matter  to  the  Magistrates  in  which 
stated  . . . 

“ I find,  however,  that  Ground  Limestone  is  one  of  the  artic 
included  in  the  second  schedule  of  the  Act,  and  that  powers 
entry  and  sampling  are  restricted  to  Ground  Limestone  which 
stored  for  use  and  not  for  sale  or  manufacture.  It  appears,  thei 
fore,  that  so  far  as  this  particular  article  and  others  included 
the  second  schedule  are  concerned,  there  are  no  powers  of  eni 
and  sampling  under  Section  12  where  the  articles  have  been  pi 
pared  for  sale  or  consignment,  and  there  can,  therefore,  be 
question  of  criminal  liabilities  or  prosecution  in  respect  of  m 
statements  in  statutory  statements  regarding  such  articles.  T 
position  appears  to  create  anomalies  under  the  Act,  and  is  one  whi 
might  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  which  I undi 
stand  is  at  present  considering  present  legislation  affecti 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs.” 

This  report  was  referred  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  th 
replied  that  in  the  circumstances  there  appeared  to  be  no  action  whi 
could  competently  be  taken  by  that  Department,  but  that  the  position 
lime  in  relation  to  the  Act  is  one  of  the  subjects  which  is  on  the  agen 
for  discussion  by  the  reconstituted  Advisory  Committee  set  up  unc 
the  Act. 

The  remaining  sample  was  from  a large  consignment  of  370  to 
14  cwts.  of  Muriate  of  Potash  in  3,710  bags,  each  containing  2 cwt 
net  weight,  the  value  of  the  consignment  being  nearly  £ 7,000 . 

The  composition  of  this  sample  agreed  with  the  statement  contain 
in  the  statutory  statement  within  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  down 
the  Regulations. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


The  new  ladies’  and  gent’s  conveniences  at  Dunkeld  Road  and  the 
onstruction  of  the  ladies’  convenience  at  Canal  Street  were  completed 
i:ing  the  year. 

'The  floors  and  walls  of  the  conveniences  are  laid  with  Terrazzo,  and 
W.C.  apartments  formed  by  prefabricated  steel  partitions  and  doors. 
The  washing  facilities  provided  include  wash-hand  basins,  with  hot 
11  cold  water  supply,  electric  hot  water  heaters,  “ Zalpon  ” washing 
am  dispensers,  and  automatic  electric  hand  and  face  driers.  Sanitary 
*s  are  provided  for  the  ladies’  conveniences.  There  is  also  a room  for 
lady  attendants  in  each  of  the  ladies’  conveniences. 

These  conveniences  and  the  facilities  provided  are  a very  definite 
-ancement  on  most  of  the  public  conveniences  previously  existing 
11  are  indeed  a credit  to  the  City. 

Work  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  gent’s  convenience  at  Speygate  was 
II  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  old  underground  gent’s  convenience  at  Strathmore  Street  has 
::n  demolished  and  the  provision  of  a new  ladies’  and  gent’s  convenience 
:re  is  to  be  carried  out  during  the  current  year. 

The  amount  collected  from  the  coin-operated  locks  during  the  year 
5 £1,092  8s.  6d.,  compared  with  £932  17s.  8d.  in  1950.  £877  18s.  3d. 
3 collected  from  the  ladies’  conveniences  and  £214  10s.  3d.  from  the 
nt’s. 
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I am, 

My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  McBRYDE,  M.R.San.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


